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PREFACE 


The  first  edition  of  ttiis  SoiiVenir  inas  foilnd  silcli  favor  tt^at  a 
second  edition  becornes  necessary  in  order  to  supply  tine  dernand. 

Upon  request  frorn  tlnis  Bureau,  sorne  additional  rnatter  of  special 
irnportance  to  instructors  of  tlie  deaf  lias  been  obliginqly  supplied  by 
Miss  iTnuie  M.  Sullivan,  ttie  teaclier  of  Helen  Keller,  acceptably 
sUpplernented  AVitti  interesting  and  valuable  staterpents  frorn  tierself 
and  pUpil.  Miss  Sullivan  also  contributes  an  appropriate  poern  by 
Miss  Margaret  T.  Canby. 

Tlie  Volta  Bureau  taKes  tliis  opportunity  to  express  ttianKs  to 
all  vlio  tiave  so  Kindly  contributed  towards  perfecting  tlie  Souvenir, 
and  rnore  especially  to  Mrs.  flnuie  C.  Pratt  of  Ctielsea,  Mass.,  to 
wpose  excellent  taste  and  tireless  efforts  ttie  publication  largely 
owes  its  gratifying  success. 

'  JOHN  HITZ, 

SiipeririteRder[t  of  tl^e  Yolta  Bureau. 

iVLarcq  28,  1892. 


Washington,  D.C,,  Decerr\ber  7,  1891. 


Hon.  (JOHN  HITZ, 

Su'perintendent  of  the  Volta  (Bureau,  3414  Q  Street,  Washington,  (D.C. 

My  Dear  Sir:  — fit  tfe  SL[rr[iT\er  Meetirig  of  tl|e  ilri\ericari  Hssociatiori  to  Prorqote 
tl^e  Teac]:|ir\g  of  Speed)  to  t])e  Deaf,  Miss  Sami)  Fuller  read  a  paper  entitled  “  HoW 
Helep  Keller  'Was  TaUgl)!  to  SpeaF,” 

Slie  also  read  t’Wo  Very  rerqarZable  letters  'Writtep  by  Helep  Keller  l^erself. 
Miss  Fuller  presepted  tl\e  origipals  of  tl)ese  letters  to  rpe,  to  be  deposited  ip  tl\e 
Yolta  Bureau,  Y])ere  tljey  Would  be  preserved  apd  repdered  accessible  to  all  W])o 
are  ipterested  ip  tfe  educatiop  of  tfe  deaf.  I  beg,  tt\erefore,  to  epclose  tl)erp 
to  you. 

I  aiT\  glad  to  FpoW  tl)at  tl\e  Bureau  proposes  to  publisl)  fac-sirpile  copies  of  t])ese 
letters  for  preseptatiop  to  t])e  iperpbers  of  tl|e  Hssociatiop  as  a  soUVepir  of  tl^eir 
first  SUri\n)er  Meetipg.  HlloW  rpe  to  suggest  tl)at  ttiese  fac-sirpile  copies  should  also 
be  repdered  accessible  to  tl|e  public. 

T])e  public  t[ave  already  becorpe  ipterested  ip  Helep  Keller,  apd,  tl\roUglt  l)er, 
rpay  perl^aps  be  led  to  taXe  ap  ipterest  ip  tt|e  rpore  geperal  subject  of  tfe 
educatiop  of  tl^e  deaf. 

T])e  schools  for  tl)e  deaf  ip  Hrperica  pow  airp  to  teadt  t])eir  pupils  to  speaX, 
as  Well  as  to  read  apd  write ;  apd  sUcX  progress  beep  rpade  ip  Hrticulatiop- 
teacXipg,  tXcit  t^e  tirpe  is  at  wXep  dUrpbpess  arpopg  tXe  deaf,  liXe  illiteracy 

arpopg  tXe  X6<2^ixg,  Will  be  copsidered  as  a  rparX  of  defective  educatiop. 

TXe  rpore  atteptiop  cap  be  directed  to  tXe  fact  tXat  a  cXild  — blipd  apd  deaf  frorp 
ipfapcy  —  Xci^s  beep  taUgXt  to  tXipX  ip  tXe  EpglisX  lapgUage,  apd  to  read  apd  write 
apd  speaX  WitX  fluepcy,  tXe  rpore  Will  tXe  public  be  prepared  to  realize  tXut  deaf 
cXildrep  wXo  are  pot  blipd  rpay  be  sirpilarly  taUgXt. 
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HELEN  EDAMS  KELLER, 

HE  eldest  cEild  of  Majot  ArtEdt  Healey  ar[d  Kate  (Adan\s)  Kellet,  'Was 
botA  at  Tilscilrr\bia,  Colbert  CoilAty,  Alabarr\a,  1880,  JiiAe  27.  Her  sister, 
Mildred  Canipbell,  lAias  bor^  1886,  October  26;  apd  l\st  brother,  Phillips 
BrooKs,  lAias  borp  1891,  duly  4,  Major  Keller  ^as  a  payrqaster  Ia  tt\e 
CoAfederate  Arrqy,  aAd  1)®!'^  “tEe  office  of  U,  S.  Marshal  ilAder  PresideAt  CleVelaAd. 
He  is  aA  editor,  aAd  iAiitt\  farqily  resides  iA  Eis  A^ttide  tO'WA.  TiIscdrAbia,  Ala, 
His  iA?ife,  to  rqarried  iA  1878,  is  a  Active  of  ArKaAsas, 

HeleA’s  paterAcl  graAdfatl\er,  David  Keller,  iVas  tl|e  soa  of  Caspar  Keller,  ^l\o 
carqe  to  Arqerica  frorg  SviitzerlaAd  ii\  tl\e  Colopial  days  of  tl^is  coilAt^y’s  history,  Her 
paterpal  graAdrAotl\er,  Mary  Fairfax  Moore,  iVas  tl\e  dailgEter  of  Col.  Alexapder  Moore 
of  Rocpbridge  CoilAty.  Ya,,  ^l\o  vias  aid-de-caiAP  to  Gep.  Lafayette  ip  tl^e  viar  of  tt\e 
Aipericap  Revoliltiop ;  sLe  'Was  also  a  secopd  coilsip  to  Major-Gep.  Robert  E.  Lee  of 
Yirgipia.  . 

Helep's  rpaterpal  graAdparepts  'Were  patives  of  MassacLdsetts,  Her  grapdfatLer, 
Gep,  CLarles  Williaip  Adarps,  ap  eipipept  laiVyer  apd  jddge,  resided  at  MeippLis,  Tepp, ; 
Le  vias  a  brigadier-geperal  ip  t^e  Copfederate  Arrpy,  Her  grapdipottier,  Helep 
Everett,  ’Was  a  codsip  to  Hop.  Ed’Ward  Everett,  apd  to  Rev,  Ed’y\iard  Everett  Elale 
of  Bostop,  Mass. 

So  far  as  is  Lpo’y^p,  Helep  at  birtE  all  tEe  facdlties  apd  sepses  possessed  by 
apy  EooltEy  cEild  at  tEat  period  of  life ;  bdt  at  tEe  age  of  eigEteep  ipoptEs  sEe  E^d  a 
seriods  illpess,  apd  op  E^r  recovery  it  Was  ascertaiped  tEat  sE©  Was  totally  deaf  apd 
blipd.  Ip  1887  sEe  Was  placed  dpder  tEe  ipstrdctiop  of  Miss  A,  M,  SdlliVap,  a  yodpg 
lady  WEo  E'^d  beep  eddcated  at  tEe  PerLips  Ipstitdtiop  for  tEe  Blipd,  ip  Bostop. 
Miss  SdlliVap  proved  to  be  ope  of  tEe  rpost  expert  of  teacEers ;  apd,  dpder  Eel  faitEfdl 
ipstrdctiop,  tEis  rerparLable  cEild  developed  WitE  astopisEipg  rapidity  tEe  iparvellods 
gepids  wEicE  E^ts  sipce  cadsed  E®!  parpe  apd  farpe  to  follow  tEat  of  Ladra  Bridgipap 
over  tE©  world,  to  aWaLep  tEe  ipterest  of  scieptists,  apd  to  establisE  for  Eeiself  a 
place  ip  tEe  affectiopate  regard  of  every  persop  wEo  E^^s  beep  privileged  to  see  Eei 
or  to  Eecii  speaL.  For  Helep  lives  ip  - days  WEep  great  progress  E^s  beep  ipade 
ip  tEe  art  of  teacEipg  tE©  deaf;  Wl^ep  tE©  deaf  peed  po  lopger  be  ddrpb,  as  pow 
tEey  are  tadgEt  to  dse  speecE,  also  to  read  it  frorp  tEe  lips  of  otEers :  apd  tEis 
Wopderfdl  cEild,  blipd  as  Well  as  deaf,  by  rpeaps  of  a  few  lessops  giVep  E®^ 
owp  reqdest  by  Miss  Fdller,  tEe  pripcipal  of  a  pdblic  scEool  for  tEe  deaf  WEere  tE© 
oral  ipetEod  of  ipstrdctiop  is  eipployed,  Eds  acqdired  tE©  free  dse  of  speecE. 

Major  apd  Mrs.  Keller  Eave  Lipdly  fdrpisE©d  tEe  iterps  for  tEis  sK©tcE  of  tEeir 
reiparLably  ipterestipg  little  dadgEter. 


Iri  explariatior}  of  tt^e  ir[ar\r\er  ir]  Helen  Keller  v^as  tailgt|t  to  Use  tlje  rr\ar\Ual 

alpl\abet,  apd  tl)e  Tpettiods  erpployed  \^;l:|icl|  l|aVe  aided  l:\er  ip  tl\e  acquisition  of  tl^e 
reiparKable  corprpapd  of  language  ^l\icl)  s]:\e  possesses,  l:\er  teaclier,  Miss  Sullivap, 
says : — 

"Ip  iVLarcl),  1887,  I  first  becarpe  Helen’s  teacl^er,  apd  begap  rpy  'Worb;  by  pUttipg 
tier  ip  possession  of  llie  use  of  tlje  rpapual  alpliabet  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Usipg 
apy  object  tl)at  st\e  could  readily  exarpipe  by  tl[e  sepse  of  toUcl\,  I  'Would  slowly  spell 
its  paipe  Witl\  rpy  fipgers,  Wl\ile  sl^e  l^eld  rpy  l[apd  apd  felt  its  rpotiop ;  tl^ep  I  Would 
aid  l^er  to  repeat  tl^e  word  witl\  l:\er  owp  fipgers.  Stje  easily  corpprel^epded  Wl^at 
I.  desired  tier  to  do,  irpitated  tl^e  rpoverpepts  Witt\  careful  precision,  apd  seerped  to 
Upderstapd  tl)at  st|e  Was  learpipg  tt\e  parpes  of  tY\e  objects  aroUpd  ]:|er.  Ip  a  few  days 
sl\e  l^ad  rpastered  tl^is  eptire  alpljabet,  apd  could  spell  tl\e  parpes  of  purperous  objects. 
Hext  I  taugl|t  l\er  Words  represepted  by  action ;  s]:\e  readily  caUgl\t  tl^eir  rpeapipg, 
apd  We  Were  tliep  epabled  to  forrp  septepces.  '  Helep  is  ip  Wardrobe,'  ‘  Box  is  op  table,’ 
‘Mildred  is  ip  crib,’  are  specirpeps  of  septepces  constructed  by  Helep  ip  tl^e  rpoptt\ 
of  April,  1887. 

"  Ip  tljese  exercises,  apd  ip  all  rpy  worX  witli  lier  pre'^ioUs  to  tljis  tirpe,  I  I^ad 
followed  tl)e  rpetl^od  adopted  ip  teactiipg  BaUra  Bridgrpap ;  but  I  foUpd  it  Was  pot 
sufficient  for  tl|e  peeds  of  rpy  little  pupil.  It  becarpe  evidept  to  rpe  tl\at  it  Was  pot 
Wise  to  copfipe  rpyself  strictly  to  tl|e  Use  of  Words  of  Wl\ict[  sl\e  KpeW  tl\e  full  rpeapipg, 
apd  I  begap  to  give  I\ei’  rpapy  Words  ip  rpy  septepces  Without  apy  further  explanation 
copcerpipg  tl|erp  tl\ap  Was  copveyed  to  ^7  tl^eir  coppectiop  Witl]  tI|ose  Words 
Wl\icl|  sl\e  did  KpoW.  I  observed  tl^at  sl\e  adopted  tl\eir  use,  oftep  without  inquiry. 
After  tl|is  I  invariably  gave  tier  corpplete  septepces  ip  corprpupicatipg  witl)  l\er,  oftep 
lopg  opes,  Usipg  rpapy  Words  of  wBicti  sl|e  did  pot  upderstapd  tl^e  rpeapipg,  but  ip 
coppectiop  Witli  others  of  wl\icl|  slie  I|<^d  full  Knowledge,  apd  ip  sucl}  rpapper  tl|at 
sBe  Was  able  to  corppreI\epd  tt[e  rpeapipg  I  desired  to  copvey.  Sit©  tI|Us  becarpe 
farpiliar  Witl|,  apd  ip  tl^e  daily  Use  of,  rpapy  Words  tlje  full  rpeapipg  of  Wl\icli  B^td 
pot  beep  explained  to  l)er  ip  detail ;  apd,  before  I  realized  tlie  irpportapce  to  I\er  of 
tl\is  practice,  sl\e  Was  tl^e  possessor  of  a  vocabulary  wliicl\  astopisBed  rpe. 

"  SI\e  learped  Witt\  perfect  ease  tpe  forrps  of  t^e  raised  letters  sucl)  as  are  Used 
ip  priptipg  booKs  for  tl|e  use  of  tl^e  blipd,  apd  We  soop  begap  to  forrp  septepces  frorp 
Words  printed  op  separate  slips  of  paper  ip  raised  letters ;  tl\is  exercise  delighted  I\er 
very  rpucl},  apd  prepared  t^e  Way  for  tt\e  writing  lessops.  It  Was  pot  difficult  for 
I\er  to  upderstapd  apd  rpaKe  use  of  written  language.  Op  July  12,  1887,  sl\e  wrote, 
WitljoUt  assistance,  a  correctly-spelled  apd  legible  letter  to  ope  of  l|er  coUsips ;  tl|is 
Was  a  little  rpore  tl)ap  a  rpoptl)  after  l^er  first  lessop  ip  cljirograp^y.  Sl\e  pow  uses 
tl|e  ‘  poipt,'  or  Wl^at  is  terrped  tl\e  Braille,  systerp  of  writipg ;  tl]is  slje  cap  read  witl) 


l^er  fingers.  W]:\eri  \^^ritigg  for  tl^ose  do  not  iigderstagd  reading  t]:|e  poir^t  letters, 
site  copies  tier  ’WorK  ipto  tt\e  square  lAiritiqg  iq  -wliiclt  sorqe  of  l|er  corqiquqicatioqs 
l|ave  appeared. 

“  I  arq  coqstaqtly  asKed,  by  persoqs  faiqiliar  'Witl\  teacl|iqg  tl^e  deaf,  l^ov^  it  is 
tl\at  Heleq  lias  acquired  sucl]  a  corqpreljeqsive  corqrqaqd  of  laqgUage  iq  so  sl\ort 
a  tirqe.  I  tl\iqK  it  is,  first,  because  sl\e  rias,  liKe  rqaqy  Iteariqg  persoqs,  a  qatural 
aptitude  for  corqpret|eqdiqg  aqd  iqaKiqg  dse  of  laqgUage  as  sooq  as  it  is  acquired ; 
aqd  secoqd,  because  volurqes  of  ’Words  l|ave  beeq  placed  iq  tier  possessioq  by  rqeaqs 
of  coqversatioq,  readiqg  to  l|er  frorq  booKs,  aqd  frorq  l^er  owq  coqstaqt  Use  of  books 
priqted  iq  raised  letters,  I  1)^^®  ^rid  qo  particular  rqett|od  of  teackiqq,  but  l\uue 
always  regarded  iqy  pupil  as  a  study,  wl\ose  owq  spoqtaqeous  iiqpulses  rqUst  be  rqy 
surest  guide,  I  k^ve  qever  taught  Heleq  to  Use  sigqs  sUck  as  k<2^e  beeq  eiqployed 
iq  teackiqq  tk©  deaf,  but  coqfiqed  rqyself  to  tke  Use  of  tke  rqaqual  alpkcbet  iq 
corqrquqicatiqg  Witk  k®^-  ^  k^^^®  always  talked  to  k^r  as  I  Would  to  a  seeiqg  aqd 
keariqg  ckild,  aqd  k^ve  iqsisted  tkat  otkers  skould  do  tk©  sarqe.  Wkeq  a  persoq  asks 
iqe  if  sk©  will  uqderstaqd  tkis  or  tkat  word,  I  reply,  '  Never  rqiqd  wketk©r  sk©  uqder- 
staqds  eack  separate  word  iq  a  seqteqce,  sk©  Will  guess  tk©  rqeaqiqg  of  tk©  q©w 
words  frorq  tk©ir  coqqectioq  witk  otk©rs  Wkick  are  already  iqtelligible  to  k^r.’  I  arq 
asked,  ‘How  did  you  teack  k®^  Words  expressive  of  iqtellectUal  aqd  iqoral  qualities?' 
It  is  difficult  to  tell  jUst  ko^  sk©  carqe  to  Uqderstaqd  tk©  rqeaqiqg  of  abstract  ideas, 
but  I  believe  it  Was  iqore  tkrougk  associatioq  aqd  repetitioq  tkaq  tkrougk  aqy  explaqa- 
tioq  of  iqiqe.  Tkis  is  especially  true  of  k^r  earlier  lessoqs,  Wk©q  k^r  kqowledge  of 
laqgUage  Was  so  sligkt  as  to  rqak©  ©xplaqatioq  Well-qigk  irqpossible.  I  kct^e  always 
rqade  it  a  practice  to  use  tk©  Words  descriptive  of  erqotioqs,  of  iqtellectUal  or  rqoral 
qualities  aqd  actioqs,  iq  coqqectioq  Witk  tk©  circUrqstaqce  Wkick  required  tk©ir  use. 
I  begaq  to  Use  suck  vJords  as  ‘  perkaps,’  '  suppose,’  ‘  expect,’  etc.,  Wk©q  I  tkougkt  sk© 
could  Uqderstaqd  tk©ir  applicatioq.  Sk©  v^cs  always  aqxioUs  to  learq  tk©  qarqes  of 
people  We  iqet  iq  tk©  korse-cars  or  elsewk©r©,  Wker©  tkey  were  goiqg,  wkat  tkey  were 
to  do,  etc.  Tk©  followiqg  illustrates  k^r  iqterest  iq  tkose  about  k^r,  aqd  skoWs  ko^ 
tk©se  Words  were  taUgkt :  — 

“  Helen.  Wkat  is  little  boy’s  qarqe? 

"  Teacher.  I  do  qot  KqoW;  k®  is  a  little  straqge  boy;  perlhctps  kis  qarqe  is  dack. 

“  Helen.  Wker©  is  ke  goiqg? 

"  Teacher.  He  rfLciy  be  goiqg  to  tk©  corqrqoq  to  kave  fuq  Witk  otker  boys. 

"  Helen.  Wkat  will  k®  piay? 

“  Teacher.  I  szzppose  k®  '^iii 

"  Helen.  Wkat  are  boys  doiqg  qoW? 

“  Teacher.  tkey  are  expectiqg  Jack,  aqd  are  waitiqg  for  ki^' 


“  After  tl^e  iA?ords  becarr\e  farr\iliar  to  l^er  st^e  began  to  ilse  ttiern  ir)  cornpositiori. 
Tt\e  follov^irig  is  an  extract  front  a  corqpositiori  'Written  by  Helen  ip  Septergber,  1888  :  — 

“‘Titis  inorninQ  teaclter  and  I  sat  by  tl^e  'Windo’W,  and  'We  saw  a  little  boy  walKing 
on  tlte  sideWalK.  ,  ,  .  I  do  not  Kno’W  l^oW  old  l^e  'Was,  bilt  thtnlz  1)0  irtay  li^cuve.  heeiz 
six  years  old.  I  do  nol  Kno^  wt)ere  t)e  Was  going,  becailse  l)e  was  a  little  strange 
boy;  hut  j)er7hCL2)s  l)is  rnotl)er  sent  l)irn  to  a  store  to  biiy  sornetl)ing  for  dinner"-  He 
l)ad  a  bag  in  one  l)and.  I  srupjjose.  l)e  Was  going  to  taKe  it  to  l)is  inotl)er.’ 

"Her  cornrnand  of  language  l)as  grown  'Witl)  l)er  increase  of  experiences:  wl)ile 
tl)ese  Were  few  and  elernentary,  t)er  vocabulary  Was  inore  lirnited ;  as  sl)e  learns 
rgore  of  tt)e  world  about  l)er,  l)er  judginent  acquires  accuracy,  l)er  reasoning  powers 
becon)e  stronger,  ipore  active  and  subtle,  and  tl)e  language  by  wl)icl)  sl)e  expresses 
tl)is  intellectual  activity  gains  in  fluency  and  logic. 

"  I  an)  convinced  tl)at  tl)e  freedon)  and  accuracy  Wl)icl)  ct)aracteri2e  Helen’s  Use 
of  Engiisl)  ate  due  quite  as  iqUct)  to  l)er  fangiliarity  witl)  booKs  as  to  l)er  natural 
aptitude  for  learning  language.  I  gave  l)er  booEs  printed  in  raised  letters  long  before 
sl)e  could  read  tt)ern,  and  st)e  Would  arquse  l)erself  for  t)ours  eacl)  day  in  carefully 
passing  Eot  fingers  over  tl)e  words,  searching  for  sucl)  as  sl)e  Kne'W,  and  would 
screan)  witl)  deligl)t  Whenever  sl)e  found  one.  iVLany  tirqes  sl)e  Would  inquire  tl)e 
rqeaning  of  son)e  Word  sl)e  l)ad  not  previously  felt,  and,  l)aving  learned  it,  would  go 
on  Vi^itl)  great  eagerness  to  find  its  counterpart  on  otl)er  pages ;  sl)e  tlius  naturally 
becarne  interested  in  tt)e  subject  of  wl)icl)  tt)e  words  treated,  and,  as  booEs  were  placed 
in  l)er  l)ands  suited  to  t)er  age,  sl)e  'Was  soon  heading  sirnple  stories.  In  selecting 
booKs  for  Helen  to  read,  it  l)as  never  occurred  to  n)e  to  cl)00se  tl)ern  'Witl)  reference 
to  l)er  inisfortune.  I  l)ave  read  to  l)er  sUcl)  publications  as  otl)er  children  of  l)er  age 
read  and  tal^e  deligt)t  in,  and  tl)e  sarne  rule  l)as  been  observed  in  placing  in 
l)ands  booKs  printed  in  raised  letters.  Sl)e  l)as  a  great  fondness  for  reading,  grasps 
tl)e  ideas  qUicKly,  and  l)as  a  faculty  of  einbodying  tl)en)  in  language  often  quite 
different  frorq  tl)at  used  by  tl)e  aUtl)or;  for  instance,  wl)ile  reading  to  l)er  frorq 
DicKens’s  ‘  Child’s  History  of  England  ’  I  carge  to  tl)e  sentence,  ‘  Still  tl)e  spirit  of  tl)e 
brave  Britons  'Was  not  broEen''  I  asEed  Eer  W^at  s^e  t^oUg^t  t^at  rneant;  s^e  replied, 

‘  I  t^inE  it  rqeans  t^at  t^e  brave  Britons  Were  not  discouraged  because  t^e  Rornans 
Ead  won  so  inany  battles,  and  tEey  WisEed  all  tEe  rnore  to  drive  tEerq  aWay.’  TEe 
very  next  lines  are  still  rgore  idiornatic:  ‘WEen  Suetonius  left  tEe  country,  tEey  fell 
Upon  Eis  troops  and  retooE  tEe  island  of  Anglesea.’  TEis  is  ]\er  interpretation  of  tEe 
sentence :  '  It  rqeans,  tEat  WEen  tEe  Rorqan  general  Ead  gone  aWay,  tEe  Britons  began 
to  figEt  again:  and  because  tEe  Rorgan  soldiers  ]\ad  no  general  to  tell  tEerq  wEat 
to  do,  tEey  Were  oVercoine  by  tEe  Britons,  and  lost  tEe  island  tEey  Eud  captured.’ 
During  tEe  first  year  spent  WitE  Helen  I  I'ead  to  E®^  day  a  pretty  story  called 
‘HyacintEUs’  wEicE  I  found  in  a  plant  and  floWer-seed  catalogue;  it  irnpressed  Ec-i" 
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very  arid  s]:\e  iriade  great  gse  of  it  ig  ]n,er  coriVersatiori  agd  ivritirig  for  sorqe 

tirrie  after. 

"  Site  corrirriits  to  rrierriory  bott}  prose  apd  poetry  ip  large  ipeasPre,  apd  rpapy  tirpes 
surprises  Ps  by  repeatipg  pages  frorp  soipe  favorite  aPtltor,  ivltep  mJg  l^ave  pot 
preVioPsly  KpovJp  tl^at  site  Itad  rperporized  apy  portiop  of  ti\e  ^^JorX■  Sorpe  tiipes  it 
seeips  as  if  sl|e  absorbed  tlte  ideas  apd  eVep  tlte  ivords  of  a  'Writer,  apd,  pot  ijavipg 
tije  Key  to  tt\eir  exact  ipeapipg,  tl^ey  lay  doripapt  ip  Ker  ipipd  Pptil  soipe  experiepce 
broPgltt  tbieir  applicatiop  to  w^Kep  a  coipprettepsiop  of  ti|eir  ipeapipg  apd 

sigpificapce  flashed  tlte  lapgPage  before  Y{er  ipeptal  visiop, 

“Site  is  a  great  adipirer  of  tt|e  writipgs  of  Dr.  Oliver  Wepdell  Holipes,  apd  Itf^s 
coipipitted  to  ipeipory  ipapy  of  l|is  poeips,  Dpripg  tl^e  Wipter  of  1889-90,  Wlticlt  We 
spept  at  tl^e  PerKips  IpstitPtiop  ip  Sobtlt  Bostop,  site  Was  a  ipeipber  of  a  class  ip 
zoology.  Ope  day  tit©  teacKer,  iVLiss  Beppett,  Was  explaipipg  to  tit©  class  ti|e  K^ibit 
of  tl]©  cltaipbered  paPtilbs ;  l\oldipg  tl\©  st\ell  of  tit©  ipollusK  ip  il©r  Kand  si|©  ipipbtely 
described  it  ip  detail.  I  sat  by  Helep’s  side  repeatipg  tl]©  ipstrpctiop  to  Y\er  witlt  ipy 
fipgers.  WK©P  tit©  slt©ll  Vi)as  passed  to  K^r,  ip  turp,  for  exaipipatiop,  sl|©  felt  it  over 
Very  carefully,  rose  to  Itei"  feet,  apd,  greatly  to  ipy  surprise  apd  astopisl\ip©pt,  slowly 
repeated  Dr.  Holrpes's  beautiful  poeip  op  tl\is  subject,  ‘  Tije  Cl\aipbered  Nautilus,’ 

"  Duripg  tliis  wipter  (1891-92)  I  Wept  Witt]  t\er  ipto  tl\e  yard  wtiile  a  ligt\t  spow 
Was  fallipg,  apd  let  t\er  feel  ti|©  fallipg  flapes,  Stie  appeared  to  epjoy  it  Very  ipucl] 
ipdeed.  fls  We  Wept  ip,  sKe  repeated  tijese  Words;  ‘Out  of  tl\e  cloud-folds  of 
garipepts  Wipter  stiaK©s  tl\e  spoW.’  I  ipqUired  of  tjer  Wtiere  si]©  Kad  read  tliis ;  si]© 

did  pot  reipeipber  of  readipg  it,  did  pot  seeip  to  KpoW  tt|at  si]©  Kad  learped  it.  Rs 

I  did  pot  reipeipber  ever  K^aripg  or  readipg  it,  I  ipquired  of  several  of  ipy  friepds 
if  tt]©y  recalled  tl\e  Words  or  descriptiop;  po  ope  seeiped  to  reipeipber  it.  Tl]© 
teacii©i’s  at  tt]©  IpstitUtiop  expressed  tt]©  opipiop  ti]at  tiie  descriptiop  did  pot  appear 

ip  apy  booK  ip  raised  pript  ip  ti]at  library;  but  ope  lady,  Miss  Marrett,  tooK  Upop 

K©rself  tt]©  tasK  of  exaipipipg  booKs  of  poeips  ip  ordipary  type,  apd  Was  rewarded 
by  fipdipg  tt]e  followipg  lipes  ip  ope  of  Lopgfellow’s  ipipor  poeips,  eptitled  ‘  SpoW- 
flaK©s : '  — 

“ '  Out  of  tt]e  bosorp  of  tt]e  air. 

Out  of  tt]e  cloud-folds  of  t]er  garipepts  st]aK©P, 

Over  tt]e  woodlapds  broWp  apd  bare. 

Over  tt]e  t]arvest-fields  forsaK©p, 

Silept,  apd  soft,  apd  slow 
Descepds  tt]e  spow.’ 

“  It  Would  seeip  tt]at  Helep  t]ad  learped  apd  treasured  tt]e  ipeipory  of  tl]is  expressiop 
of  tt]e  poet,  apd  tt]is  iporpipg  ip  tt]e  spow-storip  i\ad  foupd  its  applicatiop. 


X 


“  Rs  ttje  t-wo  priricipal  aVepiles  of  perception  v^ere  t\opelessly  closed  to  Helen 
at  tl^e  coinipencernent  of  l:\er  education,  and  tl\e  rnanilal  alpl:\abet  appealed  ipore 
directly  and  forcibly  to  l^er  rernaining  sense  of  toilet)  tt)an  any  ott|er  b.no’^n  ipediilrn 
of  coinin^ni cation,  it  "SAlas  rpade  tt)e  ct)annci  tt^roilgt)  lA^t^ict)  t[er  ideas  could  flo’W. 
St)e  becarne  very  proficient  in  its  Use ;  ordinary  conversation  could  be  cornin^nicated 
to  l)er  ivitt)  cornparative  ease,  and  st\e  could  t[erself  spell  eigt|ty  coipinon  'Words  in 
a  rnin^te,  For  tt^ree  years  tl)e  ipanual  alpt^abet  t|ad  been  t^er  only  inccFs  of  inter¬ 
course  Witt)  tt|e  outside  World ;  by  its  ineans  st)e  t)ad  acquired  a  cornprel|ensiVe 
Vocabulary,  Wt|icl\  enabled  t)er  to  converse  freely,  read  intelligently,  and  write  good 
idiornatic  Englisl).  Nevertheless,  tt^e  iippulse  to  Utter  audible  sounds  Was  strong  Within 
her,  and  the  constant  efforts  I  rgade  to  repress  this  instinctive  tendency  Were  of  no 
avail.  I  considered  that  if  she  could  learn  to  speah,  ho^  inability  to  Watch  iil®  iips 
of  others  would  be  an  insuripountable  obstacle  in  the  Way  of  h®^  intelligent  use  of 
oral  language. 

“  During  iho  winter  of  1889-90  she  becarge  gradually  conscious  that  hor  ineans 
of  corginPUioation  With  others  Was  different  frou)  that  enqployed  by  hor"  little  friends 
and  playrgates  at  the  Perkins  Institution,  and  one  day  hor  thoughts  found  expression 
in  the  following  questions :  ‘  HoW  do  the  blind  girls  Know  what  to  say  With  their 
inouths?'  'Why  do  you  not  teach  ^o  talK  lipe  theinP’  ‘Do  deaf  children  ever 

learn  io  speaK?’  I  explained  that  there  Were  schools  Where  deaf  children  Were  taught 
to  speaK,  but  that  they  could  see  their  teachers’  rpouths,  and  learn  partly  in  that  Way. 
She  interrupted  rqe  to  say  that  she  Was  sure  she  could  feel  iny  rqouth  Very  well. 
R  short  tirge  after  this  conversation  a  lady  cargo  to  see  hoi’,  and  told  hoi’  about  the 
deaf  and  blind  Norwegian  child,  Ragnhild  Kaata,  Who  had  been  taught  to  speap,  apd 
to  understand,  by  touching  Iho  lips  of  hor  teacher,  what  ho  said  to  hor.  Helen's  joy 
over  this  good  poWs  cap  be  better  irgagiped  thap  described.  ‘  I  arg  so  delighted,’  she 
said,  'for  poW  I  hpoW  that  I  shall  learp  to  speaX  too.’  I  prorgised  to  tape  hor  to  see 
a  Xipd  lady  who  XpoW  all  about  teaching  the  deaf,  apd  Who  Would  XpoW  if  it  Would 
be  possible  for  hor  to  learp  to  speaX.  ‘Oh,  yes,  I  cap  learp,’  Was  hoi'  eager  reply; 
‘  I  XpoW  I  cap,  because  Ragphild  hos  learped  to  speaX.'  She  did  pot  rgeption  the 
subject  again  "tiiat  day,  but  it  Was  evidept  that  she  thoUgh^^  of  little  else,  apd  that 
night  she  Was  pot  able  to  sleep. 

"  She  began  irgrgediately  to  rgaXe  soUpds,  Which  she  called  speciJzzjig ^  apd  I 
saw  the  necessity  of  correct  instruction,  sipce  hor  hoart  Was  set  Upop  learpipg  to  talX. 
Accordingly  I  Wept  with  hoi’  to  asX  the  advice  apd  assistance  of  Miss  Sarah  Fuller, 
the  principal  of  the  Horace  Mapp  School  for  the  Deaf,  op  Newbury  Street,  Bostop. 
Miss  Fuller  Was  ipUch  delighted  with  child's  earpestpess  apd  epthusiasrp,  apd  at 
opce  corpipenced  to  teach  ilor. 
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“It  ’^as  just  tt\ree  years  frorr\  tl\e  day  'Wliei)  Heler)  becaii\e  coriscious  t]:\at  st^e 
could  con\rr\Ur|icate  tier  pliysical  lAiapts,  ]:\er  tliougitts,  apd  l\er  irqpressiops  tl^rougl) 
tl]e  arbitrary  lapgUage  of  tl\e  fipgers,  to  tl\e  tirqe  'wl\ep  slje  received  l:\er  first  lessop 
ip  tlje  ipore  patural  apd  upiversal  ipstruipept  of  I^Urpap  iptercourse,  —  oral  lapgUage, 
Site  \\;as  pot  coptept  at  first  to  be  drilled  ip  sipgle  soupds,  but  ’Was  irppatiept  to 
propoupce  ’^ords  apd  septepces,  Tl|e  lepgtt\  of  tl|e  ’Word  or  tt\e  difficulty  of  tl\e 
arrapgerpept  of  tt|e  letters  pever  seerped  to  discourage  l\er.  Wl|ep  sl|e  l\ad  beep 
talKipg  for  less  tl^ap  a  ’Weeb,.slte  rpet  l\er  friepd  Kr.  Rodocapactii,  apd  irpipediately 
begap  to  struggle  Witl|  tl|e  propupciatiop  of  l]is  parpe ;  por  ’Would  sl\e  give  it  Up  uptil 
site  Was  able  to  articulate  tl]e  Word  distipctly.  Her  ipterest  ip  tl|is  ipstructiop  peVer 
diipipisl|ed  for  a  rporpept,  apd  ip  l\er  eagerpess  to  overcorpe  tl|e  difficulties  Wl\iclt 
beset  l|er  op  all  sides  stie  taxed  l\er  powers  to  tl\e  utrpost.  Ip  less  tl|ap  a  rpoptl|  sl|e 
Was  able  to  copverse  iptelligibly  ip  oral  lapgUage.  Tl^e  cliild’s  oWp  ecstasy  of  deligl\t 
Wl|ep  sl)e  Was  first  able  to  Utter  l|er  tl\oUgl\ts  ip  livipg  apd  distipct  speeclt  Was 
sl]ared  by  all  wl\o  witpessed  tlie  alrpost  ipiraculous  acl|ieverpept.  Her  success  Was 
rpore  coipplete  apd  ipspiripg  tl\ap  eVep  tljose  l|ad  drearped  or  expected  Wl\o  best 
KpeW  l|er  rparvellous  iptelligepce  apd  great  rpeptal  capacity. 

“  Site  Very  ipucli  prefers  to  speaK  rattier  tl|ap  to  spell  l\er  fipgers,  apd  ipaKes 
rapid  iipproVerpept  ip  tl\e  art ;  sl\e  poW  uses  speecl\  alrpost  exclusively,  seldorp 
erpployipg  Ijer  fipgers  ip  copversatiop  except  Wliep  sl^e  Wisl|es  to  corprpUpicate  a 
silept  rpessage,  apd  is  greatly  pleased  Wl^ep  told  by  strapgers  tl\at  tl^ey  readily 
upderstapd  lier  articulatiop.  Site  oftep  reads  aloud  to  tl\e  cl\ildrep  at  tl)e  PerKips 
Ipstitutiop.  I  poticed  l|er,  pot  ipapy  days  sipce,  readipg  apd  repeatipg  frorp  rperpory 
to  tl^erp  frorp  iVLiss  Hlcott’s  story  of  '  Little  Worpep.' 

“  Site  cap  read  sorpeWliat  frorp  our  lips  by  t^e  sepse  of  toUcL,  apd  could,  I  tLipL, 
becorpe  quite  expert  ip  tl^is  practice,  did  We  devote  apy  tiipe  to  assist  Y\er]  as  it  is, 
sLe  oftep  surprises  Us  by  catcLipg  at  t^e  rpeapipg  of  Words  apd  phrases  as  We  utter 
tl|erp.  Sl\Q  lias  already  read  ip  tljis  Way  words  ip  foreigp  lapgUages  witli  wLicL  site 
Was  pot  acqUaipted.  Sl\e  upderstapds  tlie  pecessity  of  close  observatiop,  apd  carefully 
potes  tbie  slightest  vibratlops  resultipg  frorp  articulatiop.” 


Teacper  of  Heleq  Keller. 


Iri  descriptiori  of  t]\e  n\aririer  ir]  ttjts  little  gitl  'Was  taxlglit  to  dse  speecl\, 

Miss  Fpller  says, — 

“Ip  dupe,  1888,  Helep  R.  Keller,  accorppapied  by  tier  rpotl)er,  Mr,  Hpagpos  apd  l^er 
teacl)er.  Miss  Silllivap,  paid  a  "^w^isit  to  tlie  Horace  Mapp  Scl^ool.  Hs  sl|e  'Wept  froip 
class  to  class,  l|er  ipterest  ip  tl^e  cl^ildrep  apd  l\er  ready  xlse  of  Epglisl\  suggested  to 
ipe  tl\at  slie  could  be  taUgl\t  to  speaK.  fit  tl\at  tirpe  it  Was  tt[OUgl\t  Upwise  to  allow 
Eer  to  Use  Eer  vocal  orgaps ;  but  wl\ep,  pearly  two  years  later,  sl\e  learped  tl\at 
a  deaf  apd  blipd  ct\ild  l|ad  acquired  speecl|,  st\e  spelled  Upop  t\er  fipgers,  ‘  I  rpUst 
speaE.’  Ip  respopse  to  tl\is  erppl)atic  appoUpcerpept,  1  gave  l\er  l|er  first  lessop  ip 
speech. 

“I  begap  by  farpiliarizipg  l|er  witl}  tl^e  positiop  apd  copditiop  of  tl)e  various 
ipoutli  parts  apd  Witl^  tl)e  trachea.  Tt\is  1  did  by  passipg  Eer  Ijapd  lightly  over 
tl|e-  lower  part  of  ipy  face  apd  by  puttipg  Eer  fipgers  ipto  ipy  ipoUtt|.  1  tl\ep  placed 
rpy  topgue  ip  ti\e  positiop  for  tlie  soupd  of  i  ip  tt,  apd  let  l)er  fipd  tl|e  poipt,  as 
it  lay  perfectly  still  apd  soft  ip  tlie  bed  of  tl:\e  jaW,  jUst  bet\ipd  tl)e  lower  fropt  teetl|, 
apd  discover  tl)at  tlie  teetl|  were  slightly  parted,  fifter  sl[e  l\ad  dope  t^is,  I  placed 
ope  of  Eer  forefipgers  Upop  rpy  teetl\  apd  tl|e  otl\er  Upop  rpy  tl]roat,  or  trachea,  at 
tl|e  lowest  poipt  Wt|ere  it  rpay  be  felt,  apd  repeated  tl\e  soUpd  r  several  tirpes. 
Duripg  tl|is  tirpe,  Helep,  stapdipg  ip  fropt  of  rpe  ip  tl)e  attitude  of  ope  listepipg 
ipteptly,  gave  t^e  closest  atteptiop  to  every  detail ;  apd  Wl\ep  I  ceased  rpaKipg  tiie 
soupd,  l|er  fipgers  flew  to  t)er  owp  rpoutli  apd  tt\roat,  apd  after  arrapgipg  l\er 
topgUe  apd  teetlj  sl|e  uttered  tlie  soupd  z  so  pearly  liKe  tl\at  I  Ead  rpade,  it 
seerped  liKe  ap  ecl|o  of  it,  Wtiep  told  tl\at  sl|e  l^ad  givep  t^e  soUpd  correctly, 
sl|e  repeated  it  agaip  apd  agaip.  1  pext  showed  t\er,  by  rpeaps  of  Eer  sepsitive 
fipgers,  tl\e  depressiop  tliroUgE  tl\e  ceptre  of  tl|e  topgUe  Wl|ep  ip  positiop  for  tEe 
soupd  of  ct^  apd  tl:\e  opepipg  betweep  tt[e  teetl)  duripg  tl\e  Utterapce  of  tl\at  soupd. 
figaip  slr^e  Waited  Witl]  l|er  fipgers  Upop  rpy  teetl}  apd  throat  uptil  1  soUpded  cz 
several  tirpes,  apd  tl\ep  sl|e  gave  tl\e  voWel  fairly  Well,  fi  little  practice  epabled 
Eer  to  give  it  perfectly.  We  tl\ep  repeated  tl|e  soupd  of  z  apd  coptrasted  it 
witti  CL.  Havipg  tl)ese  two  differipg  positiops  Well  fixed  ip  l|er  rpipd,  1  illustrated 

A 

tlie  positiop  of  tl^e  topgUe  apd  lips  Wljile  soUpdipg  tl|e  VoWel  o,  Stie  experirpepted 

.  A 

Witli  tier  owp  rpoutti,  apd  soop  produced  a  clear,  Well-de'fiped  o.  fifter  acqUiripg 
tills,  stje  begap  to  asK  Wliat  t^e  soUpds  represepted,  apd  if  ttiey  Were  Words.  1  ttiep 
told  tier  tljat  z  is  ope  of  tlie  soUpds  of  tlie  letter  z,  tliat  cz  is  ope  of  tlie  soupds 
of  tlie  letter  cl,  apd  tliat  sorpe  letters  tiave  rpapy  differept  soupds,  but  tliat  it  Would 
pot  be  difficult  for  tier  to  tliipE  of  tljese  soupds  after  slie  Ijad  learped  to  speaK 
words,  I  pext  tooK  tlie  positiop  for  cl,  Helep  followipg  as  before  witli  tier  fipgers, 
apd  wliile  soUpdipg  t^e  vowel,  slowly  closed  rpy  lips,  producipg  tlie  Word  CLrnz. 
Witliout  tiesitatiop  slie  arrapged  tier  topgUe,  repeated  tlie  soUpds,.  apd  Was  deliglited 
to  Kpow  tliat  slie  liad  propoupced  a  Word,  Her  teacher  suggested  to  tier  tliat  sl^e 
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s]:|oilld  let  iT[e  ]:|ear  Ir^er  say  tl^e  v^ords  mcumi'Lct  arid  jjojdcl,  ’Wtiicl:)  stie  ]:iad  tried 
to  speaK  before  conqipg  to  rrie.  Stie  quickly  aqd  forcibly  said  ‘ muLTix  nixuix-’  arid 
‘'yazz_y)  jjzvp.  ’  I  corrirr\epded  l:|er  efforts,  apd  said  tlriat  it  lAloUld  be  better  to  speaK 
very  softly,  apd  to  soilpd  ope  part  of  tl:\e  ivord  lopger  tt|ap  stie  did  tl:ie  otl:ier.  I  tl:\ep 
illPstrated  'Wlriat  I  iVapted  l^er  to  ilpderstapd,  by  propoupcipg  ttie  Vi^ord  rt  hcurvri'i.cL 
very  delicately,  apd  at  tl:ie  saipe  tirpe  dra'Wipg  rpy  fipger  alopg  tl^e  bacb;  of  tier  Iriapd, 
to  stioiV  ttie  relative  lepgtri  of  tl^e  t'Wo  syllables,  After  a  feiv  repetitiops  ttie  \^^ords 
‘ rrLCLjrvji'hCL’  av\d.  Q.aT£\Q  -witl:]  alrpost  ipilsical  siVeetpess  frorp  tier  lips. 

“Ttiis  'Was  Helep's  first  lessop,  Site  '^vas  ap  ideal  pripil,  for  stie  follo’Wed  every 
directiop  'Witti  ttie  Ptrpost  care,  apd  seerped  pever  to  forget  apy  tliipg  told  tier.  Stie 
tiad  bPt  tep  lessops,  yet  ip  ttiis  stiort  tirpe  stie  acquired  all  of  ttie  eleipepts  of  speecti, 
apd  coipbiped  ttierp  easily  apd  patxirally.  At  ttie  close  of  tier  lessops  stie  used  speecti 
flueptly, 

"  Helep  received  tier  first  lessop  op  ttie  26tti  of  Marcti,  1890  ;  apd  op  ttie  19tti  of  ttie 
follo’Wipg  ipoptti,  Wtiile  at  ttie  tioUse  of  a  friepd,  stie  gave  orally  ttie  follo’Wipg  accoUpt 
of  a  Visit  stie  tiad  rpade  to  Dr.  Oliver  Wepdell  Holrpes,  I  sat  pear  tier  'Wtiile  stie  'Was 
speaKipg,  apd  poted  ttie  Words  as  ttiey  fell  frorp  tier  lips,  I  ttiipl^  ttiere  were  but  four 
ttjat  I  did  pot  fully  Upderstapd,  apd  ttiose  I  asXed  tier  to  spell  Upop  tier  fipgers. 

‘“Ope  brigtit  Supday  afterpoop,  a  few  WeeKs  ago,  I  wept  to  see  a  Kipd 
poet,  parped  Dr.  Holrpes,  He  Was  sittipg  ip  tiis  beautiful  library  witti  a  great 
iTiapy  booKs  aroupd  tiirp  apd  a  ctieerful  fire,  I  ttiipK  ttie  poet  rpUst  be  tiappy 
witti  so  ipuriy  friepds  pear  tiirp,  Teactier  told  rpe  ttiat  ttie  Ctiarles  River 
Was  flowipg  bepeatti  ttie  library  wipdow.  Dr.  Holrpes  said  ttiat  tie  loved 
ttiat  geptle  river  very  dearly.  I  tiad  read  rpapy  of  tiis  poerps  apd  KpoWp 
sorpe  of  ttieip,  I  lilted  ttierp  Very  rpucti,  I  liKed  ttierp  before  I  ttioUgtit  of 
puttipg  rpy  arrps  aroupd  tiis  pecK  upd  tellipg  tiirp  ttiat  tie  gave  pleasure 
to  rpe  apd  to  all  ttie  blipd  ctiildrep,  because  tiis  poerps  are  ip  raised  letters. 

Dr,  Holrpes  is  ap  old  geptlerpap.  I  talked  to  tiirp  apd  looKed  at  ttie  beautiful 
ttjipgs,  apd  tie  gave  rrie  a  starpp  box.  He  stioWed  rpe  a  picture  of  tiis  tioUse 
apd  tie  gave  rpe  a  picture  of  liirpself,  Ttie  tioUse  Was  ttie  tioUse  ip  Wtiicti 
tie  wrote  about  ip  tiis  poerp  "Ttie  Opepipg  of  ttie  Piapo,"  ’ 

"Her  free  use  of  speecti  OT  ttiis  day  was  very  poticeable.  Stie  seerped  copscious 
of  ttie  possessiop  of  a  pew  power,  apd  gave  tierself  Up  to  ttie  full  epjoyrpept  of  it. 
Op  tier  Way  tiorpe  stie  rerparped,  ‘  I  arp  pot  durpb  poW.’ 

"Helep's  reasops  for  wistiipg  to  learp  speecti,  apd  tier  epjoyrpept  of  its  Use,  are 
stjowp  ip  letters  Writtep  by  tier  to  rpe  ip  April  apd  October,  1890.” 


Priircipal  of  tr\e  Horace  iVlai\r\  Scl:\ool  for  tl\e  Deaf, 
Ne'Wbury  Street,  Bostop,  Mass, 


Washington,  D,C.,  Jariuaiy  21,  1892. 
Miss  R.  M.  SULLIYflN,  Teacher  of  Helen  Keller, 

'Perkins  Institution  for  the  Plind,  South  Poston,  Mass. 

Dear  Miss  Sullivan  :  —  Hllov?  irie  to  tl^ariK  yoii  for  tlie  privilege  of  reading  your 
account  of  l^ow  you  taugl^t  Helen  Keller,  ■wl)icl]  you  l\ave  prepared  for  tl^e  second 
edition  of  tl\e  Souvenir  issued  by  tl\e  Yolta  Bureau.  Your  paper  is  full  of  interest  to 
teacl\ers  of  tl|e  deaf,  and  it  contains  inuTy  Valuable  and  irnportant  suggestions. 

1  ain  particularly  strucK  by  your  staterpent  tl^at  you  gave  Helen  booKs  printed  in 
raised  letters  “long  hefoi^o  she  couZcl  7‘ecul  them,”  and  tl\at  “she  ^^rou2cL 
ctmzzse  herseJf  hom^s  ejieh  cLcty  irr  cctnefnlli/  jDCLSsing  her  Jingevs 
over  thezvords,  sectrching  for  sirehvvords  cls  she  hn-ezv odd. 

1  consider  tt\at  staternent  as  of  Very  great  significance  and  irnportance  v.)l)en  1  try 
to  account  for  l\er  v^onderful  farniliarity  v^itl)  idionnatic  Englisll.  Sl\e  is  sUct\  an 
exceptional  ct\ild  tt\at  v^e  are  apt  to  attribute  every  tiding  to  Eer  rnarvelloUs  rgind,  and 
forget  tl|at  language  cornes  frorp  v^it^oUt,  and  not  frong  Within.  Slie  could  not  intuitively 
arrive  at  a  Knowledge  of  idiornatic  Englisl)  expressions.  It  is  absolutely  certain  tt\at 
suct\  expressions  rnUst  l)ave  been  icizzght  to  her  before  sl|e  could  Use  ttiern;  and  if 
you  can  sl\oW  us  l|ow  it  Was  done,  teachers  of  tY\e  deaf  all  over  tt\e  world  will  owe 
you  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

Tite  great  problenq  in  Hi®  education  of  tl^e  deaf  is  tlje  teaching  of  idiornatic  language. 

I  arn  sure  tl\at  instructors  of  tbe  deaf  will  support  ipe  in  urging  you  to  tell  Us  all 
you  can  os  to  tt|e  part  played  by  booKs  in  instruction  of  Helen  Keller.  We  should 
liKe  to  forrn  an  idea  of  tl^e  quantity  and  quality  of  the  reading-rpatter  presented  for 
l\er  exarqination  “long  before  she  could  read  the  booKs.’’ 

How  rquch  tirne  did  she  devote  to  tl^e  exarninotion  of  language  WhicE  she  could 
not  Understand,  in  Eer  search  for  the  words  that  sl|e  Know  9  I  Would  suggest  tl\at 
you  give  Us  a  list  of  the  booKs  she  has  read,  arranging  'i'heini  as  well  as  you  can, 
in  the  order  of  presentation.  Teachers  of  tl\e  deaf  find  great  difficulty  in  selecting 
suitable  booKs  for  tl\eir  pupils ;  and  I  arq  sure  they  would  thanK  you  especially  for 
tlte  narqos  of  those  booKs  that  have  given  Helen  pleasure,  apd  have  proved  rpost 
profitable  ip  hor"  instruction. 

You  say,  “T  hctve  alivags  tctlhed  to  Helen  as  T  Tvould  ion  seeing  and 
hearing  child,  aizd  have  in  si  sled  tlhat  others  shoahl  do  the,  sanze.,” 
etc.  I  presUrpe  you  rpeap  by  this  that  you  talKed  v^iih.  gonr  fingei^s  ipstead  of 
your  rpouth :  that  you  spelled  ipto  hor  Kapd  Wl\at  you  would  h.ave  spoKep  to  a  seeing 
apd  hearing  child.  You  say  that  you  haVe  "always  '  dope  this.  Hre  We  to  Understand 
that  you  pursued  this  ipethod  frorp  the  very  beginning  of  Koi"  education,  apd  that  you 
spelled  corpplete  septepces  apd  idiorpatic  expressions  ipto  hoi"  Kapd  before,  shewas 
cajzable  of  nnderstand ing  Ihe.  langnage.  enijdoged  ?  If  tl\is  is  so,  I  consider 
tlte  poipt  to  be  of  so  ipuch  irpportapce  th,at  I  would  urge  you  to  elaborate  the  staterpept, 
apd  rpaKe  your  rpeaping  perfectly  clear  apd  UpiTpistaKable. 


South  Boston,  Krss.,  Jariuary  26,  1892. 

Dr,  HDEXHNDER  GRAHAM  BEEE. 

Derr  Sir  :  —  TEariEirig  you  for  your  very  corr\plin\eritary  irieritiori  of  ipy  paper 
prepared  for  t^e  secopd  editiop  of  t]\e  SoUVepir  “  Helep  Keller,"  I  ’Will  say  tl\at  it 
gives  rpe  pleasure  to  reply  to  your  ipqUiries ;  apd  I  sltall  be  rpUcl|  gratified  if  t]\e 
teachers  of  tlje  deaf  cap  derive,  frorp  rpy  experiepce  witl\  rpy  ipterestipg  little  pupil, 
apy  assistapce  apd  epcouragerpept  ip  irppartipg  to  deaf  cl\ildrep  a  Xpo'Wledge  apd 
corpipapd  of  idiorpatic  lapgUage. 

TEe  little  deaf  apd  blipd  cliild,  Helep  Keller,  Wlpoip  it  Was  ipy  good  fortupe  to 
Eave  placed  Upder  ipy  care  alrpost  five  years  sipce,  appealed  to  ipy  Worpap’s  boart 
op  accoupt  of  Ipor  rpisfortupe,  with  wlpicb  ip  part  I  Epev^  frorp  experiepce  bo'^  to 
syrppatbize,  apd  at  opce  Wop  rpy  affectiop  by  b^i"  sweet  apd  lovipg  pature.  As  soop 
as  We  Were  able  to  corprpUpicate  with  each  other  by  rpeaps  of  tbe  ipapUal  alphabet, 
I  Was  epabled  to  becorpe  a  substitute  to  ]\er  for  sight  apd  houripg.  I  begap  talKipg 
to  hor  with  ^y  fipgers  as  soop  as  I  could  rpahe  h®^  corpprehepd  the  TTLectrhtrhg  I 
wished  to  copvey.  Of  course,  at  first  We  could  proceed  but  slowly;  but  as  each 
septepce  Was  ap  aid  to  the  pext  ope,  she  gaiped  rapidly  ip  a  Kpowledge  of  Words,  apd 
by  this  rpeaps  I  Was  soop  able  to  give  h^i"  a  better  acqUaiptapce  With  surroUpd- 
ipgs.  I  talKed  to  h^r  alrpost  ipcessaptly  ip  i\er  Wahipg  ;  spelled  ipto  h^r  hapd 

a  descriptiop  of  What  Was  trapspiripg  aroupd  Us,  What  I  saw,  what  I  Was  doipg.  What 
others  Were  doipg,  —  apy  thipg,  every  thipg.  Of  course,  ip  doipg  this  I  Used  rpultitudes 
of  Words  she  did  pot  at  the  tirpe  Upderstapd,  apd  the  exact  defipitiop  of  Which  I  did 
pot  pause  to  explaip ;  but  I  peVer  abbreviated  or  orpitted  Words,  but  spelled  all  rpy 
septepces  carefully  apd  correctly.  I  talked  to  this  little  girl  With  rpy  fipgers  as  I 
should  hcVe  talked  to  hci"  With  rpy  rpoUth,  h^d  she  beep  a  hcaripg  child ;  apd  po 
doubt  I  talked  rpuch  rpore  With  rpy  fipgers,  apd  rpore  copstaptly,  thap  I  should  have 
dope  With  rpy  rpoUth,  h^d  she  possessed  the  Use  of  sight  apd  hcaripg,  for,  had  she 
the  full  Use  of  these  sepses,  she  Would  have  beep  less  depepdept  op  rpe  for  arpuserpept 
apd  eptertaiprpept,  Whep  she  bed  becorpe  farpiliar  with  the  raised  letters,  apd  h^d 
cards  apd  boohs  placed  ip  h®^  huuds  pripted  ip  this  style,  they  Were  at  opce  ap 
Upfailipg  source  of  eptertaiprpept  apd  ipstructiop  to  her*- 

You  ash  rpe  to  tell  all  I  cap  "as  to  the  part  played  by  boohs  ip  the  ipstructiop 
of  Helep  Keller.”  I  do  pot  hpoW  that  I  cap  describe  to  you  the  irpportapce  apd 
advaptage  that  boohs  heve  beep  to  rpy  pUpil  ip  acqUiripg  a  corprpapd  of  idiorpatic 
Epglish :  the  advaptage  has  beep  ipcalculable.  I  arp  copfidept  that  Helep’s  rerparhable 
corprpapd  of  lapgUage  is  due  to  the  fact  that  boohs  pripted  ip  raised  letters  were 
placed  ip  h®^  hupds  as  soop  as  she  hpeW  the  forrpatiop  of  the  letters;  it  at  opce 
becarpe  l\er  delight  to  study  these  pages.  With  tier  sepsitive  fipgers,  for  rpapy  hours 
each  '^oy,  pot  as  a  lessop,  but  as  a  pastirpe.  I  Was  astopished  at  the  rapidity  with 


sh^e  acquired  t^e  Use  of  v^ords  s]n,e  i:\ad  learqed  by  first  fiqdiqg  tir^erq  oq  tijc 
priqted  page,  iqqUired  of  rqe  tir^eir  iqeaqiqg,  aqd  applied  tt\erq  iq  coqstructiqg 
seqteqces,  It  'Was  qot  loqg  before  sl^e  lAiould  repeat  to  rqe  a  story  sl^e  l^ad  read 
iq  tier  booK:  I  iqeaq,  frorq  tl|e  iqass  of  -Words  sl^e  i:\ad  passed  l)er  fiqgers  over,  sl\e 
-would  iqaqy  tirqes  becoiqe  possessed  of  tl\e  plot  or  basis  of  tl\e  tale,  aqd  recoUqt  it 
to  Tqe  witl\  l|er  fiqgers,  Usiqg  aqy  Words  by  Wt|icl\  sl]e  could  rqaKe  iqe  Uqderstaqd 
l|er  rqeaqiqg,  ofteq  tl|e  sarqe  Used  iq  tir^e  booK  for  several  seqteqces ;  tl\e  full  iqeaqiqg 
of  iqaqy  of  tl|ese  Words  st|e  could  qot  l|aVe  Uqderstood  but  by  tl\eir  coqqectioq  Witl\ 
otl^ers  wtiicti  sl\e  did  bqow.  Sorqetirqes,  iq  aiqUsiqg  l\erself  iq  tl|is  Way  Witl]  l\er 
booKs,  sl|e  Would  becoiqe  coiqpletely  puzcled,  aqd  coiqe  to  iqe  for  i:\elp,  I  Would 
tirieq  read  to  l\er  (always  spelliqg  tt\e  Words  iqto  l\er  irjaqd),  Wl\eq  Witl\  great  eagerqess 
sl|e  would  re-read  it  for  l\erself  Witl\  a  brigl|t  aqd  trappy  face,  always  expectiqg  iqy 
syiqpatliy  aqd  coiqpaqioqsl\ip  to  talX  tl]e  story  over  Witl\  ^er,  aqd  participate  iq  t)er 
appreciatioq  of  tl|e  author's  portrayal  of  l)is  subject,  Iq  doiqg  tl)is  We  qaturally 
iqade  Use  of  iqaqy  foriqs  of  expressioq  qot  fouqd  iq  tl\e  booX,  aqd  tl\Us  sl^e  readily 
discovered  tl^e  iqeaqiqg  of  words  qot  previously  uqderstood,  Tl|e  iqore  Heleq  used 
l|er  booXs,  t^e  iqore  s^e  desired  to  do  so,  aqd  iqUcX  tiiqe  Was  speqt  iq  t^e  iqaqqer 
described, 

Iq  regard  to  t^e  qUaqtity  aqd  quality  of  booXs  furqisXed  Heleq  before  sl\e  XqeW 
iqaqy  Words,  I  caqqot  give  a  list  t^at  Will  be  of  iqUcX  Value  to  teachers  of  t^e  deaf, 
as,  oq  accoilqt  of  Heleq’s  double  iqisfortuqe,  s^e  could  qot  be  supplied,  as  deaf 
c^ildreq  caq  W^o  Xuve  t^e  seqse  of  sig^t,  WitX  a  selectioq  froiq  t^e  aliqost  liiqitless 
qUiqber  of  beautifully  priqted  aqd  illustrated  booXs  for  cXildreq  of  all  ages  W^icX 
our  booXstores  so  geqerously  display, 

I  could  oqly  read  to  Xer  WitX  iqy  fiqgers,  aqd  describe  to  l[er  iq  t^e  saiqe  iqaqqer 
tX©  illUstratioqs,  froiq  aqy  of  tXese  iqterestiqg  aqd  attractive  pUblicatioqs,  TX© 
expeqse  of  priqtiqg  booXs  for  tX©  Use  of  tX©  bliqd  is  eqoriqoUsly  greater  iq  proportioq 
tXuq  for  ordiqary  priqtiqg,  R  booX  tXat  oqe  could  pUrcXase  for  froiq  tweqty-five  to 
fifty  ceqts,  for  tX©  Use  of  a  seeiqg  cXild,  would,  if  prepared  for  tX©  Use  of  a  bliqd 
cXild,  cost  at  least  tXree  dollars, 

TX©  oqly  booXs  wXicX  I  X*2d  to  place  iq  Heleq's  X^^Tds  at  tX©  begiqqiqg  of  iqy 
worX  WitX  X®^  Were  tX©  Priiqer  aqd  a  series  of  seveq  voluiqes  of  scXool  readers  sucX 
as  are  iq  Use  iq  tX©  Priiqary  Departiqeqt  at  tX©  PerXiqs  Iqstitutioq  at  SoutX  Bostoq ; 
tX©s©  ©igXt  voluiqes  aqd  a  copy  of  “Our  World”  (a  geograpXy)  coqstituted  our  ©qtir© 
library  of  booXs  iq  raised  priqt  for  iqaqy  iqoqtXs,  Hs  to  X^w  iqucX  tiiqe  Was  speqt 
by  tXis  little  girl  iq  passiqg  X^t  fiqgers  over  tX©  pages  iq  tX©se  voluiqes,  searcXiqg 
for  sUcX  Words  as  sX©  Xq©W,  I  caqqot  give  you  a  defiqite  estiiqate,  aqy  iqore  tXuq 
I  could  tell  you  Xo'^  iqucX  tiiqe  sX©  gave  to  X®^  doll  or  to  X^t  toys ;  but  sX© 
preferred  tX©  booXs  to.  eitX©r  doll  or  toys,  aqd  speqt  iqucX  iqore  tiiqe  witX  tXeiq. 
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Very  n^ariy  l^appy  l^oiirs  'Were  de'^’oted  to  tr^is  practice  "Witln  r^er  booKs  e’^ery  day; 
it  oftep  required  special  pleadipg  to  ipdxice  l^er  to  leave  ttierp.  Ip  Marcl^,  1888, 
Mr.  Hpagpos  sept  l:\er  a  copy  of  a  Geograpl]ical  Reader  ip  raised  pript,  Sl)e  was 
very  rpucl]  pleased  witl\  it,  apd  tooK  great  deligl\t  ip  tl'[e  discovery  of  rpapy  eptirely 
pew  words  to  lier  op  its  pages.  Not  lopg  after  tt|is  sl\e  t|ad  two  voliiipes  of  a  series 
of  readers  terrped  “Yoiltli's  Libraries,”  selectiops  ip  prose  apd  poetry  frorp  Various 
auttiors,  apd  a  child's  boob;  eptitled  ”  Heidi.”  Wl^ep  We  caipe  to  Bostop,  ip  May  of 
tl|is  year,  sl|e  t[ad  access  to  a  variety  of  literature  ip  raised  pript  at  tl\e  library 
of  tl)e  IpstitUtiop.  Sl\e  read  ‘‘Life  apd  l|er  CLildrep,”  by  Isabel  Berkeley ;  '‘Wl]at 
Katy  Did;”  “Patsy;”  “Story  of  a  Sl\ort  Life,”  etc.  Ip  tl|e  rpeaptirpe  I  L^d  beep 
readipg  to  l\er,  by  spellipg  tlje  Words  ipto  l\er  l|apd,  sUcti  booLs  apd  selectiops  as 
I  l\ad  at  corprpapd  of  tl\e  cliaracter  tl^at  ott\er  cl\ildrep  of  l:\er  age  epjoy.  Ip  flUgUst, 
1888,  I  read  to  t|er  ip  tl^is  Way  tl\e  popular  story  by  Mrs.  Burpett,  “Little  Lord 
Fauptleroy.”  Her  deligl\t  ip  tl^e  booL  KpeW  po  boupds,  apd  ip  respopse  to  l^er  earpest 
eptreaty  Mr.  Hpagpos  i:\ad  ttiis  story  put  ip  raised  pript;  sipce  tl\ep  s]:\e  l)as  re-read 
it  ipapy  tirpes  for  l^erself. 

fls  I  i:\ave  peVer  Kept  a  record  of  tlje  booKs  Helep  l\as  read,  or  of  tl\e  order  ip 
Wtiicli  I  l^ave  read  booKs  to  l:\er,  tllerefore  it  Will  be  irppossible  for  ipe  to  corpply 
Witli  your  request  ip  full ;  but  arpopg  tl\e  booLs  Wl\iclt  Helep  i:\as  read  apd  epjoyed 
particularly,  I  recall  “Most  Celebrated  Diarpopds  ;  ”  “Little  Worpep ;  ”  “TapgleWood 
Tales;”  “Wopder  Boob;;”  ‘‘Ip  His  Narpe ;  ”  “fi  Map  Witl\oUt  a  CoUptry ;  ”  “Bible 
Stories;”  “GreeX  Heroes;”  “Swiss  Farpily  Robipsop ;  ”  “  Tl^e  Sleepipg  Septipel;” 
“Stories  by  Haps  C!\ristiap  flpdersep;”  “Tl\e  Qdeep  of  tlie  Pirate  Isles;”  “ Cl^ristipas 
Carol”  (DicKeps);  “Cl[ild's  History  of  Epglapd”  (DicKeps);  “Hrpericap  Prose  Selectiops;” 
“Birds'  Cliristrpas  Dipper;”  “Sara  Crewe;”  “ Evapgelipe,”  “HiaWatEa,”  apd  rpapy  ot^er 
of  LopgfelloW’s  Poeips;  “  EpocE  Hrdep;”  Holrpes’s  Poerps ;  WEittier's  Poerps ;  “Stories 
of  Hipericap  Progress,”  etc,,  etc. 

Ip  additiop  to  tEe  story  by  Mrs.  Burpett  before  rpeptioped,  tE©  followipg  are  titles 
of  booEs  wEicE  I  reipeipber  to  Eave  read  to  Helep  sipce  tEat  date;  “  Queeps  at  Horpe,” 
“Triapgular  Society,”  “Dopald  apd  DorotEy,”  “  BlacE  Beauty,”  “Capt.  JapUary,”  tEree 
of  Hbbot’s  Rollo  boops  (Roipe,  Geripapy,  apd  Naples),  “Little  St.  ElizabetE,”  “Stories 
frorp  Roipap  History,”  “Stories  frorp  SEaEespeare”  (by  CEarles  apd  MaryLarpb),  “TEe 
Birds’  CEristrpas  Carol,”  “  Yeropica,”  etc. 
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Chelsea,  Mass.,  Marc]^  15.  1892. 


Hon.  JOHN  HITZ, 

Su'perintendent  of  the  Volta  (Bureau,  Washington,  O.C. 

Dear  Sir;  —  Since  rn3^  paper  v^as  prepared  for  tl\e  secopd  edition  of  tl\e  SoiIVenii’ 
"  Helen  Keller  ”  sorpe  facts  l)ave  been  broxlgl^t  to  rny  notice  w]picl\  are  of  interest  in 
connection  Vi;itl[  tl^e  snbject  of  tl|e  acquisition  of  language  by  rny  little  pilpil,  and 
if  it  is  not  already  too  late  for  publication  in  l^is  issue  of  tl|e  Souvenir’,  I  sl\all  be 
glad  if  I  rqay  I'^ave  opportunity  to  rpention  tl^erq  in  detail. 

Perlpaps  it  \Vill  be  rerpernbered  tlpat  ip  rpy  paper,  wd^ere  allusion  is  rpade  to 
Helen’s  rerparKable  rperpory,  it  is  noted  tl\at  sl)e  appears  to  retain  ^er  rpind  rpapy 
forrps  of  expression  Mlpicl),  at  tlpe  tirpe  tl)ey  are  received,  slpe  probably  does  pot 
Understand  ;  but  ’Wtiep  furtl\er  inforipatiop  is  acquired,  tl\e  language  retained  ip  l\er 
rperpory  fipds  full  or  partial  expression  ip  l\er  conversation  or  writing,  according  as 
it  proves  of  greater  or  less  Value  to  Iper  ip  tlie  fitpess  of  its  application  to  tt\e  pew 
experience,  Doubtless  tl]is  is  true  ip  tl]e  case  of  every  intelligent  cl\ild,  apd  sl)OUld 
pot,  perl^aps,  be  considered  Wortl-^y  of  especial  rpeptiop  ip  Helen’s  case,  but  for  tl\e 
fact  tl|at  a  cl|ild  deprived  of  tl^e  sepses  of  sigl|t  apd  l^earing  Would  pot  ordinarily 
possess  tl\e  rpeptal  powers  apd  capacities  Wliicl)  distingUisl\  Helen ;  liepce  it  is 
possible  to  class  as  rparvellous,  acqUirerpepts  Wt|icl|  rpay  pot  rperit  sucl\  ap 
explanation. 

Ip  tlie  liope  tl^at  I  rpay  be  pardoped  if  I  appear  to  over-estirpate  tpe  rerparKable 
rpeptal  capacity  apd  power  of  cornprel\ension  apd  discrirpipatiop  Wl\icl\  rpy  little  pupil 
possesses,  I  Wisl\  to  add,  tl^at,  Wliile  I  l:\aVe  always  KpoWp  tl\at  Helep  rpade  great  Use 
of  sucl|  descriptions  apd  copparisops  as  appeal  to  l^er  ipagipatiop  apd  fipe  poetic 
nature,  yet  recept  developpepts  ip  l|er  writings  copvipce  pe  of  tr[e  fact  tl\at  I  bpve 
pot  ip  tlie  past  beep  fully  aWare  to  Wl^at  extept  sl\e  absorbs  tl|e  language  of  l\er 
favorite  autl^ors.  Ip  tl^e  early  part  of  dci"  education  I  l|ad  full  Knowledge  of  all  tl^e 
booKs  sl]e  read,  apd  of  pearly  all  tlje  stories  Wl\icl\  Were  read  to  ur\d  could 

witljout  difficulty  trace  tl^e  authority  of  apy  adaptations  poted  ip  writing  or 

conversation ;  apd  I  K^ue  always  beep  pUcK  pleased  to  observe  l\oM  appropriately 
s]r|e  applies  tl^e  expressions  of  a  favorite  author  ip  l\o^  oWp  coppositiops, 

Tl\e  following  extracts  frop  a  few  of  published  letters  give  evidence  of  KoW 
Valuable  tKis  power  of  retaipipg  tlje  pepory  of  beautiful  language  beep  to 
Ope  Warp,  suppy  day  ip  early  spring,  wl^ep  We  Were  at  tY\e  Nortti,  tl)e  balpy  atpos- 
pKere  appears  to  Kuve  brought  to  pipd  t^e  septipept  expressed  by  DopgfellovJ' 
ip  “  HiaWatKa,”  apd  sl^e  alpost  sipgs  WitK  t^e  poet,  "  Tl|e  groupd  Was  all  aqUiver 
witl\  t^e  stir  of  peW  life.  My  Keart  sapg  for  very  joy.  1  tl]ougl|t  of  py  owp  dear 
Kope.  I  Kpew  tt\at  ip  tl^at  sUppy  lapd  spripg  K^id  cope  ip  all  its  splepdor,  ‘Hll  its 
birds  apd  all  its  blossops,  all  its  flowers  apd  all  its  grasses.'" 
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About  tr\e  sarr[e  tirT|e,  ir^  a  letter  to  a  friend,  ir]  v^b[ic]:t  s]:|e  n|aKes  rqeritior]  of  l:\er 
Souttierri  l:\orr\e,  slr^e  gives  so  close  a  reproductior]  frorp  a  poerp  by  ope  of  l:\er  favorite 
autl^ors  t]:\at  I  will  give  extracts  frorp  Helep’s  letter  apd  frorp  ttte  poeip  itself:  — 

FROM  THE  POEM  ENTITLED  “SPRING,”  BY 
DR,  OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES. 

“TLe  blue-bird,  breatLiiig  fron\  pis  azure  plurqes 
Tt\e  fragrance  borro’Wed  fron\  tt]e  ipyrtle  bIooiT|s  ; 

TI\e  ttirUsL,  poor  'Wapderer,  dropping  rqeeKly  dowp, 
Clad  ip  I)is  reippapt  of  aUtUippal  bro'Wp ; 

TI\e  oriole,  driftipg  liLe  a  flaKe  of  fire 
Rept  by  a  'Wl\irl’Wipd  froip  a  blazipg  spire ; 

T^e  robip,  jerKipg  Lis  spasipodic  tLroat, 

Repeats  irpperious,  Lis  staccato  pote; 

TLe  cracL-braiped  bobolipL  courts  Lis  crazy  ipate. 
Poised  op  a  bUllrusL  tipsy  WitL  Lis  'SA^eigLi  I 
Nay,  ip  Lis  cage  tLe  lope  capary  sipgs. 

Feels  tLe  soft  air,  apd  spreads  Lis  idle  -wipgs,” 

Op  tl^e  last  day  of  April  st\e  Uses  apotlfer  expressiop  frorp  ttfe  saipe  poerp,  Wl:]ict( 
is  rpore  ap  adaptatiop  tl^ap  a  reproductiop :  “To-iporrow  April  will  tfide  Ifer  tears  apd 
blPslfes  bepeatlf  tl^e  flowers  of  lovely  Alay,” 

Ip  a  letter  to  a  friepd  at  tlfe  PerKips  Ipstitutiop,  dated  May  17,  1889,  slfe  gives 
a  reproductiop  frorp  ope  of  Haps  Clfristiap  Apdersep’s  stories,  wlficlf  ■  I  Ifad  read  to 
tier  pot  lopg  before.  Tlfis  letter  is  publislfed  ip  tlfe  Perpips  Ipstitutiop  Report  (1891), 
p.  204,  Tlfe  origipal  story  was  read  to  Ifer  frorp  a  copy  of  "Apdersep's  Stories” 
publislfed  by  Leavitt  S;  Allep  Bros,,  apd  rpay  be  foUpd  op  p,  97  of  Part  I.  ip  tlfat  volurpe. 
Her  adipiratiop  for  tlfe  irppressive  explapatiops  wlficl)  Bisifop  Broops  L*2S  givep 
Ifer  of  tlfe  FatLerlfood  of  God  is  Well  KpoWp.  Ip  ope  of  If  is  letters,  speaKipg  of  IfoW 
God  ip  every  Way  tells  Us  of  Ifis  love,  Ifo  says,'  ”  I  tlfipK  If®  writes  it  evep  Upop  tlfe 
Walls  of  tlfe  great  Ifobse  of  pature  wificif  we  live  ip,  tlfut  If®  is  our  Fatifer,”  Tlf©  pext 
year  at  Apdover  slfo  said,  ”  It  seerps  to  rpe  tlfe  World  is  full  of  goodpess,  beauty,  apd 
love;  apd  If®’^  grateful  We  rpust  be  to  our  If®<2^®9iy  Fatifer,  wlfo  Ifcis  givep  Ps  so 
rpucif  to  epjoy !  His  love  apd  care  are  writtep  all  over  tbe  Walls  of  pature.” 

Ip  tifese  later  years,  sipce  Helep  If^fs  corpe  ip  coptact  Witif  so  rpapy  persops 
Wlfo  are  able  to  copverse  freely  Witif  If®^i  sife  If^s  rpade  tlfe  acqUaiptapce  of  sorpe 
literature  witif  WificIf  I  arp  pot  farpiliar;  sIfe  If^s  also  foUpd,  ip  booLs  pripted  ip 
raised  letters,  ip  tlfe  readipg  of  wificif  I  Ifcve  beep  Upable  to  follow  Ifor,  rpUcIf  rpaterial 
for  tlfe  cultivatiop  of  tlfe  taste  sife  possesses  for  poetical  irpagery,  Tlfe  pages  of 
tlfe  booK  sife  reads  becorpe  to  If®^'  iiix®  paiptipgs,  to  Wificif  Ifer  iipagipative  powers 
give  life  apd  color,  Sife  is  at  opce  trapsported  ipto  tlfe  rpidst  of  tlfe  evepts  portrayed 
ip  tlfe  story  sife  reads  or  is  told,  apd  tlfe  clfaracters  apd  descriptiops  becoipe  real  to 
Ifer;  sife  rejoices  wifep  justice  Wips,  apd  is  sad  Wifep  virtue  goes  upreWarded.  Tlfe 
pictures  life  lapgUage  paipts  op  Ifer  rperpory  appear  to  rpaKe  ap  ipdelible  irppressiop; 


EXTRRCT  FROM  HELEN'S  LETTER. 

[T/ie  entire  letter  is  published  on  />/.  245  and  24b  of  the  Report  of 
the  Perkins  Institution  for  iSqri] 

“TLe  blUe-bird  •witL  Lis  azure  plUrqes,  tLe  tLfUsL 
clad  all  iri  bro'Wp,  tLe  robip  jerKipg  Lis  spasipodic 
tLroat,  tLe  oriole  driftipg  liLe  a  flaKe  of  fire,  tLe  jolly 
bobolipK  apd  Lis  L°PPy  ipate,  tLe  ipocKipg-bird  iipi- 
tatipg  tpe  potes  of  all,  tLe  red-bird  "WitL  Lis  ope  S'Weet 
trill,  apd  tLe  busy  little  -wrep,  are  all  ipaKipg  tLe  trees 
ip  our  fropt  yard  ripg  -WitL  tLeir  glad  sopgs,” 


arid  rriariy  tiiries,  'Wtieri  ar|  experierice  coiries  to  tier  sirr\ilar  ir\  ctiaracter,  ttie  larigilage 
starts  fortti  'Wit]:|  'Woriderfal  accuracy,  liKe  ttie  reflectiori  frorri  a  iriirror. 

Helen’s  rqirid  is  so  gifted  by  pature  tijat  slje  seerris  able  to  ilriderstarid,  lAiitti  oply 
ttie  faiptest  toilcti  of  explapatiori,  every  possible  Variety  of  external  relatiops.  Ope 
day  ip  fllabarpa,  as  ive  viere  gattieripg  'Wild-floviers  pear  ttie  spripgs  op  tt|e  tiillsides, 
stie  seeiped  to  ilpderstapd  for  tt\e  first  tirpe  ttiat  ttie  spripgs  viere  surroupded  by 
ipoUptaips,  apd  sl^e  exclairped,  "  Tl|e  ipoilptaips  are  crowdipg  aroupd  ttie  spripgs,  to 
loot;  at  tl^eir  ovi^p  beautiful  reflectiops  !  ”  I  arp  pot  able  to  state  ivtiere  sb^e  obtaiped 
ttiis  lapgUage,  yet  it  is  evidept  ttiat  it  rpust  tiaVe  corpe  to  Ijer  frorp  viittiout,  as  it 
v^ould  l^ardly  be  possible  for  a  persop  deprived  of  ttie  visual  sepse  to  origipate  sucti 
a  descriptiop.  Ip  ipeptiopipg  a  visit  to  Lexipgtop,  Mass,,  stie  virites :  “ Rs  vie  rode 
alopg  vie  could  see  tl|e  forest  rpoparctis  bepd  tl^eir  proud  forips  to  listep  to  ttie 
little  cbiildrep  of  tbie  vioodlapds  viljisperipg  tljeir  secrets.  Tl^e  apeipope,  tbie  viild 
Violet,  tbe  l:\epatica,  apd  tl\e  fuppy  little  curled-Up  ferps  all  peeped  out  at  Us  froip 
bepeatbi  tY\e  brovip  leaves,”  Sl]e  closes  tl|is  letter  v^itbi  ”  I  ipust  go  to  bed,  for 
Morpl\eUs  Ijas  toUcbied  ipy  eyelids  viitbi  I\is  goldep  viapd,”  Here  agaip  I  arp  Upable 
to  state  vibiere  sl^e  acquired  tl^ese  expressiops. 

Site  l^as  alviays  seerped  to  prefer  stories  -wriiclri  exercise  tl^e  irpagipatiop,  apd 
catcbies  apd  retaips  tlte  poetic  spirit  ip  all  suclt  literature ;  but  pot  Uptil  tljis  viipter 
IjaVe  I  beep  copscioUs  tl^at  l^er  rperpory  absorbed  tl^e  exact  lapgUage  of  irpagipative 
viritipgs  to  sUclt  ap  extept  tl\at  site  is  Iterself  Upable  to  trace  tlteir  autltority, 

Tltis  is  sltovip  ip  a  little  story  site  virote,  ip  October  last,  at  tlje  Itorpe  of  Iter 
parepts  ip  TUscUrpbia,  v^ljictt  site  teriped  “Huturpp  Leaves,”  Sit©  Mas  at  viorK  Upop 
it  about  tvio  vieeKs,  viritipg  a  little  eaclt  day,  at  Iter  ovip  pleasure,  Wltep  it  vias 
fipislted,  apd  vJe  read  it  ip  tlte  faipily,  it  occasioped  rpuclt  corpipept  op  accoupt 
of  tlte  beautiful  ipagery  Used,  apd  vie  could  pot  Upderstapd  Itovi  Helep  could 
describe  suclt  pictures  viitltout  tlte  aid  of  sigltt.  Hs  vie  Itad  peVer  seep  or  Yieard 
of  apy  sUclt  story  as  tltis  before,  vie  ipqUired  of  Iter  viltere  site  read  it,  Site  replied, 
”  I  did  pot  read  it ;  it  is  py  story  for  Mr,  Hpagpos’  birtltday.”  Hpd  viltile  I  vias 
surprised  tltat  site  could  virite  liKe  tltis,  I  vias  pot  pore  astopislted  tltap  I  Itud  beep 
papy  tipes  before  at  tlte  Upexpected  acltieVepepts  of  py  dittle  pUpil,  especially  as 
vie  Itad  excltapged  papy  beautiful  tltougltts  op  tlte  subject  of  tlte  glory  of  tlte 
ripepipg  foliage  duripg  tlte  autupp  of  tltis  year. 

Before  Helep  pade  l\er  fipal  copy  of  tlte  story,  it  vias  suggested  to  l]er  to  cltapge 
its  title  to  "Lite  Frost  Kipg,”  as  pore  appropriate  to  tlte  subject  of  vilticlt  tlte  story 
treated  ;  to  tltis  site  viillipgly  assepted,  Tlte  story  vias  virittep  by  Helep  ip  Braille, 
as  Usual,  apd  copied  by  Feb  ip  tlte  sape  papper,  I  tltep  ipterliped  tlte  papuscript  for 
tlte  greater  copvepiepce  of  tltose  ivlto  desired  to  read  it,  Helep  virote  a  little  letter, 
apd,  epclosipg  tlte  papUscript,  forviarded  botlt  by  pail  to  Mr,  Hpagpos  for  Itis  birtltday. 


Ti:|e  story  's^as  printed  ip  tY[e  Jappary  puipber  of  “Ti\e  Meptor,”  apd  frorp  a 
review  of  it  ip  t]:\e  “Goodsop  Gazette”  I  was  startled  to  fipd  tl^at  a  Very  siipilar 
story  Ijad  beep  ppblisl^ed  ip  1873,  sevep  years  before  Helep  Was  borp.  Tljis  story, 
”  Frost  Fairies,”  appeared  ip  a  booK  writtep  by  Miss  Margaret  T.  Capby,  eptitled  ”  Birdie 
apd  l\is  Fairy  Friepds,”  Tl\e  passages  quoted  frorp  tt[e  two  stories  Were  so  rpUcl) 
aliKe  ip  tljougl^t  apd  expressiop  as  to  copvipce  rpe  tl|at  Miss  Capby’s  story  ipust  at 
sorpe  tirpe  l^ave  beep  read  to  Helep. 

Hs  I  l[ad  ipyself  pever  read  tl\is  story,  or  evep  l:\eard  of  t\\e  booK,  I  ipqUired 
of  Helep  if  sl\e  Fpew  apy  tl^ipg  about  tl\e  ipatter,  apd  foUpd  sl|e  did  pot.  Site  Was 
Utterly  upable  to  recall  eit!\er  tl)e  parpe  of  tl\e  story  or  tt|e  booK.  Careful  exarpipa- 
tiop  Was  rpade  of  tl^e  booKs  ip  raised  pript  ip  tl|e  library  of  tlie  PerKips  Ipstitutiop, 
to  learp  if  apy  extracts  frorp  tl|is  volurpe  could  be  foupd  tl\ere;  but  potilipg  Was 
discovered  I  tt\ep  copcluded  tliat  tl^e  story  rpust  l)aVe  beep  read  to  Fet"  u  lopg 
tirpe  ago,  as  l^er  rperpory  usually  retaips  witl)  great  distipctpess  facts  apd  irppressiops 
W]:\icl]  l^ave  beep  corprqitted  to  its  Xeepipg. 

Hfter  rpaFipg  careful  ipquiry,  I  succeeded  ip  obtaipipg  tl\e  ipforrpatiop  tljat  oUr 
friepd  Mrs.  S.  C.  HopKiUs  l\ad  a  copy  of  tl\is  booK  ip  1888,  wl\ic]:|  Was  presepted  to 
tier  little  daUgl|ter  ip  1873  or  1874.  Helep  apd  rpyself  spept  tY\e  sUrprper  of  1888 
Witl\  Mrs.  HopKips  at  ]:\er  liorpe  ip  Brewster,  Mass,,  wl|ere  st|e  Fipdly  relieved  rpe,  a 
part  of  tl\e  tirpe,  of  tl^e  care  of  rpy  little  cl^arge.  Sl\e  arpused  apd  eptertaiped  Helep 
by  readipg  to  l|er  frorp  a  collectiop  of  juvepile  publicatiops,  arpopg  Wl\ict\  Was  tl^e 
copy  of  "Birdie  apd  liis  Fairy  Friepds;”  apd,  Wt^ile  Mrs.  HopKips  does  pot  rerperpber 
tl^is  story  of  "Frost  Fairies,”  sl^e  is  copfidept  ttiat  sl\e  read  to  Helep  extracts,  if  pot 
eptire  stories,  frorp  tt\is  volurpe.  But  as  sl\e  Was  pot  able  to  fipd  t|er  copy,  apd 
applicatiops  for  tl\e  Volurpe  at  bookstores  ip  Bostop,  Hlbapy,  HeW  York,  Pkiludelpkiu, 
apd  otljcr  places  resulted  oply  ip  failure,  searcl]  Was  ipstituted  for  t^e  author  l\e^self. 
Tl^is  becarpe  a  difficult  task,  as  publiskers  ip  Pkiladelpkio;  kc^d  retired  frorp 
busipess  rpapy  years  ago ;  ko'^sver,  it  Was  eveptually  discovered  tkat  kei"  residepce 
is  at  Wilrpipgtop,  Delaware,  apd  copies  of  tke  secopd  editiop  of  tke  book,  1889,  Were 
obtaiped  frorp  k®^-  Ske  k^s  sipce  secured  apd  forwarded  to  rpe  a  copy  of  tke  first 
editiop.  I  learp  frorp  Miss  Capby  tkat  several  of  tke  fairy  stories  coptaiped  ip  tkis 
book  Were  first  pripted  ip  a  popular  rpagazipe  eptitled  "Our  YoUpg  Folks,”  pUblisked 
ip  Bostop  1865-73. 

Tke  rpost  geperoUs  apd  gratifyipg  letters  k<3^e  beep  received  frorp  Miss  Capby 
by  Helep’s  friepds,  a  feW  extracts  frorp  Wkick  are  givep:  — 

Upder  date  of  February  24,  1892,  after  rpeptiopipg  tke  order  of  tke  pUblicatiop 
of  tke  stories  ip  tke  rpagazipe,  ske  writes,  "fill  tke  stories  Were  revised  before 
publiskipg  tkerp  ip  book  forrp;  additiops  Were  rpade  to  tke  pUrpber  as  first  pUblisked, 
I  tkipk,  apd  sorpe  of  tke  titles  rpay  kaVe  beep  ckapged.” 


* 


1 


•  .« 


1 


•  ^  V 

r  V 

-  -1 

A- 

* 


■■'*X 


( 


* 


<i 


•» 


:iri 


9 


- 


Ir|  tl)e  sarr\e  letter  sl^e  ^Writes,  ”  I  l|ope  tl\at  you  'Will  be  able  to  rpaKe  Helep  Upder- 
stapd  titat  I  arr\  glad  sl)e  erijoyed  nty  story,  apd  tl^at  I  l\ope  ttie  peW  booK  'Will  give 
Iter  pleasure  by  repe’y^^ipg  l^er  friepdsl:\ip  Witl)  tl^e  Fairies.  I  sl^all  write  to  l^er  ip 
a  sl^ort  tirpe.  I  arp  so  rpUcl:\  irppressed  ivitl}  Y^Y\at  I  l\ave  learped  of  l^er  tl^at  I  liave 
writtep  a  little  poerp  eptitled  ‘fl  Silept  Sipger,'  ’Wl\ic]:\  I  ipay  sepd  to  l^er  rpotl)er  after 
a  Wltile.  Cap  yoU  tell  rpe  ip  iVt|at  paper  tlje  article  appeared  accusipg  Helep  of 
plagiarisn\,  apd  givipg  passages  frorp  botl)  stories?  I  sliould  liKe  ipUcli  to  see  it, 
apd  to  obtaip  a  few  copies  if  possible." 

Upder  date  of  iVLarcli  9,  1892,  iVLiss  Capby  writes,  "I  fipd  traces,  ip  tl^e  Report 
'Wtticlt  you  so  Kipdly  sept  ipe,  of  little  Helep  ItaVipg  l^eard  otl\er  stories  tlr^ap  tl^at 
of  ‘Frost  Fairies.'  Op  page  132,  ip  a  letter,  tl^ere  is  a  passage  iVlticlt  rpust  l[ave  beep 
suggested  by  ipy  story  called  '  Tl\e  Rose  Fairies'  (see  pp.  13-16  of  ‘Birdie’),  apd  op 
pages  93  apd  94  of  tlte  Report  tl^e  descriptiop  of  a  tl\Upder-storrp  is  very  ipUcli  liKe 
Birdie's  idea  of  tl\e  saipe  ip  tl^e  ‘Dew  Fairies'  op  pages  69  apd  60  of  rpy  booK.  Wl|at 
a  WopderfUlly  active  apd  reteptive  ipipd  tl|at  gifted  ct[ild  ipUst  b^aVe !  If  sl\e  l|ad 
rerpeipbered  apd  writtep  doWp,  accurately,  a  sl|ort  story,  apd  tl|at  soop  after  l^earipg 
it,  it  Would  l|aVe  beep  a  iparvel ;  but  to  l|ave  l\eard  tl|e  story  opce,  tl^ree  years  ago, 
apd  ip  sUcl|  a  Way  tl|at  peitl^er  l|er  parepts  por  teaclier  could  ever  allude  to  it  or 
refresli  l\er  ipeipory  about  it,  apd  tt|ep  to  t^ave  beep  able  to  reproduce  it  so  Vividly, 
evep  addipg  sorpe  toucbies  of  tier  owp  ip  perfect  Feepipg  Witli  ttie  rest,  wtiicbi  really 
irpprove  tlie  origipal,  is  soipetliipg  ttiat  Very  few  girls  of  riper  years,  apd  Witti  every 
advaptage  of  sigtit,  l^earipg,  apd  eVep  great  talepts  for  corppositiop,  could  tiaVe  dope 
as  Well,  if  at  all.  Upder  ttie  circUipstapces,  I  do  pot  see  liow  apy  ope  cap  be  so 
UpKiud  as  to  call  it  a  plagiarisrp;  it  is  a  Wopderful  feat  of  iperpory,  apd'stapds  aZoixe, 
as  doubtless  ipUcli  of  tier  WorK  will  ip  ttie  future,  if  tier  ipeptal  powers  grow  apd 
develop  Witti  tier  years  as  greatly  as  ip  ttie  few  years  past.  I  tiave  Kpowp  rpapy 
ctiildrep  well,  tiaVe  beep  surroupded  by  ttierp  all  rpy  life,  apd  love  pottiipg  better 
ttiap  to  talK  Witti  ttierp,  arpUse  ttierp,  apd  quietly  police  ttieir  traits  of  rpipd  apd 
ctiaracter ;  but  I  do  pot  recollect  ipore  ttiap  ope  girl  of  Helep's  age  ’Wtio  tiad  ttie 
love  apd  ttiirst  for  Knowledge,  apd  t^e  store  of  literary  apd  geperal  ipforrpatiop,  apd 
ttie  sKill  ip  corppositiop,  Wtiicti  Helep  possesses.  Stie  is,  tpdeed,  a  ‘  Wopder-Ctiild.' 
TtiapK  you  very  rpucti  for  t^e  Report,  ‘Gazette,’  apd  Helep’s  Jourpal,  Ttie  last  rpade 
rpe  realize  ttie  great  disappoiptipept  to  t^e  dear  ctiild  rpore  ttiap  before.  Please  give 
tier  rpy  ivarrp  love,  apd  tell  tier  pot  to  feel  troubled  about  it  apy  rpore.  No  ope  stiall 
be  allowed  to  ttiipK  it  Was  apy  ttiipg  wropg ;  apd  sorpe  day  stie  Will  write  a  great, 
beautiful  story  or  poerp  ttiat  Will  ipaKe  rpapy  people  tiappy.  Tell  tier  ttiere  are  a 
few  bitter  drops  ip  every  ope’s  cUp,  apd  ttie  oply  Way  is,  to  taKe  t^e  bitter  patieptly, 
apd  ttie  sweet  ttiapKfUlly.  I  stiall  love  to  tiear  of  tier  receptiop  of  t^e  booK,  apd 
tiow  stie  liKes  ttie  stories  wtiicti  are  pew  to  tier.” 


I  liaVe  car'efillly  corripared  tl:|e  stories  pL[blis]:\ed  ip  “Our  YoUpg  FolKs"  'SAiitti  t]:\e 
corppilatiop  eptitled  “Birdie  apd  i:\is  Fairy  Friepds,”  apd  fipd  great  differepces  ip  tlr^e 
p]:traseology. 

Tl:te  lapgUage  Used  by  Helep  ip  tY\e  adaptatiops  rpeptioped  by  Miss  Capby  resen^bles 
tt^at  of  ttie  booF,  upd  pot  ti^at  of  t]\e  rpagazipe ;  apd  tir^e  story  of  “Ttie  Frost  Fairies’’ 
is  pot  foupd  ip  “Our  YoUpg  Folds’’  at  all.  Tl^e  boob;  'Was  evideptly  t|er  source  of 
ipforrpatiop,  but  ttiere  is  po  evidepce  to  sltO'W  frorp  lA^l^icl)  editiop  tl)e  stories  lA^ere 
read,  Bott\  editiops  lAiere  pripted  frorp  tl\e  sarpe  plates,  apd  tl\e  lapgUage  is  ideptical. 

I  l^ave  po^  (Marcl|,  1892)  read  to  Helep  “  Tpe  Frost  Fairies,"  “  Tl[e  Rose  Fairies,” 
apd  a  portiop  of  “Tl\e  De’^  Fairies;”  but  slje  is  Upable  to  tl^rov^  apy  liglit  op  tl^e 
ipatter.  Site  recogpized  tlterp  at  opce  as  Iter  o'Wp  stories  lAiitlt  variatiops,  apd  ^as 
ipUclt  puzzled  to  learp  Ito^  Ittey  could  ItaVe  beep  pripted  before  site  '^as  borp.  Site 
tltipXs  it  is  'Wopderful  tltat  t^o  people  sltoUld  ’Write  stories  so  rpUclt  aliXe,  but  site 
still  copsiders  Iter  owp  as  origipal  wiitlt  Iterself, 

I  give  belowi  a  portiop  of  Miss  Capby’s  story,  “  Tlte  Rose  Fairies,”  apd  also  Helep’s 
eptire  letter  to  Mr.  Hpagpos  coptaipipg  Iter  “  drearp,”  so  tltat  t^e  liXepesses  apd 
differepces  rpay  be  studied  by  tltose  ipterested  ip  tlte  subject. 

THE  ROSE  FAIRIES. 

BY  MARGARET  T.  CANBY. 

\^I^ro7n  '•'■Birdie  and  his  Fairy  FriendsB'] 

“  One  pleasant  morning  little  Birdie  might  have  been  seen,  sitting  quietly  on  the  grass-plat  at 
the  side  of  his  mother’s  house,  looking  very  earnestly  at  the  I'ose-bushes. 

“  It  was  quite  early ;  great  Mr.  Sun,  who  is  such  an  early  riser  In  summer-time,  had  not 
been  up  very  long;  the  birds  were  just  beginning  to  chirp  their  ‘good  mornings’  to  each  other; 
and  as  for  the  flowers,  they  were  still  asleep.  But  Birdie  was  so  busy  all  day,  trotting  about  the 
house  and  garden,  that  he  was  always  ready  for  his  nest  at  night,  before  the  birds  and  flowers  had 
thought  of  seeking  theirs;  and  so  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Mr.  Sun  raised  his  head  above  the 
green  woods,  and  smiled  lovingly  upon  the  earth.  Birdie  was  often  the  first  to  see  him,  and  to  smile 
back  at 'him,  all  the  while  rubbing  his  eyes  with  his  dimpled  fists,  until,  between  smiling  and 
rubbing,  he  was  wide  awake. 

“And  what  do  you  think  he  did  next.?  Why  the  little  rogue  rolled  into  his  mamma’s  bed, 
and  kissed  her  eyelids,  her  cheeks,  and  her  mouth,  until  she  began  to  dream  that  It  was  raining 
kisses ;  and  at  last  she  opened  her  eyes  to  see  what  it  all  meant,  and  found  that  it  was  Birdie, 
trying  to  ‘  kiss  her  awake,’  as  he  said. 

“  She  loved  her  little  boy  very  dearly,  and  liked  to  make  him  happy,  and  when  he  said,  ‘  Please 
dress  me,  dear  mamma,  and  let  me  go  out  to  play  in  the  garden,’  she  cheerfully  consented;  and 
soon  after.  Birdie  went  down-stairs,  in  his  morning-dress  of  cool  linen,  and  with  his  round  face 
bright  and  rosy  from  its  bath,  and  ran  out  on  the  gravel  path,  to  play  until  breakfast  was  ready. 
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“  He  stood  still  a  moment  to  look  about  him,  and  think  what  he  should  do  first.  The  fresh 
morning  air  blew  softly  in  his  fixce,  as  if  to  welcome  him,  and  be  his  merry  playmate  ;  and  the 
bright  eye  of  Mr.  Sun  looked  at  him  with  a  warm  and  glowing  smile  ;  hut  Birdie  soon  walked  on 
to  find  something  to  play  with.  As  he  came  in  sight  of  the  rose-hushes  that  grew  near  the  side  of 
the  house,  he  suddenly  clapped  his  hands,  and  with  a  little  shout  of  joy,  stopped  to  look  at  them  ; 
they  were  all  covered  with  lovely  rose-buds.  Some  were  red,  some  white,  and  others  pale  pink, 
and  they  were  just  peeping  out  of  the  green  leaves,  as  rosy-faced  children  peep  out  from  their 
warm  beds  in  winter-time,  before  they  are  quite  willing  to  get  up.  A  few  days  before.  Birdie’s 
papa  had  told  him  that  the  ‘green  halls’  on  the  rose-bushes  had  beautiful  flowers  shut  up  within 
them  ;  but  the  little  boy  found  it  hard  to  believe,  for  he  was  so  young  that  he  did  not  remember 
how  pretty  the  roses  had  been  the  summer  before.  Now  he  found  out  that  his  father’s  words  were 
true,  for  a  few  days  of  warm  weather  had  turned  the  ‘  green  balls  ’  into  rose-buds,  and  they  were 
so  beautiful  that  it  was  enough  to  make  Birdie  stand  still  before  them,  his  blue  eyes  dancing  with 
delight,  and  his  little  hands  clasped  tightly  together. 

“After  awhile  he  went  nearer,  and  looking  closely  at  the  buds,  found  that  they  were  folded 
up,  leaf  over  leaf,  as  eyelids  are  folded  over  sleeping  eyes,  so  that  Birdie  thought  they  must  be 
asleep.  ‘  Lazy  roses,  wake  up,’  said  he,  giving  the  branches  a  gentle  shake ;  but  only  the  dew 
fell  ofl'  in  bright  drojrs,  and  the  flowers  were  still  shut  up.  At  last  Birdie  remembered  how  he 
had  awakened  his  mother  with  kisses,  and  thought  he  would  try  the  same  plan  with  the  roses ; 
so  he  drew  up  his  red  lips  until  they  looked  like  a  rose-bud  too,  and  bending  down  a  branch 
with  a  lovely  pink  bud  upon  it,  he  kissed  it  softly  two  or  three  times.” 

Tlqe  sinqilarity  of  tlqe  language  Used  by  iVLiss  Canby  apd  tl^at  eryployed  by  Helen 
in  tl^e  letter  printed  below  ceases  at  tlqis  point,  tljerefore  I  conclude  tlqat  Iqere  tkie 
reading  of  tlqe  story  rqay  IqaVe  been  intoHdptod  and  not  again  resUrped. 

LETTER  TO  MR.  ANAGNOS. 

WRITTEN  BY  HELEN,  FEBRUARY  2  AND  3,  1890. 

'[This  vjas  enclosed  in  another  letter  -vritten  in  French,  dated  “  Le  /  Fez'rier,  i8go.”'\ 

My  dear  Mr.  Anagxos, 

Y"ou  will  laugh  when  you  open  your  little  friend’s  letter  and  see  all  the  queer  mistakes  she 
has  made  in  I'rench  ;  but  I  think  you  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  I  can  write  even  a  short  letter 
in  French.  It  makes  me  very  happy  to  please  you  and  my  dear  teacher.  I  wish  I  could  see  your 
little  niece  Amelia.  I  am  sure  we  should  love  each  other.  I  hope  you  will  bring  some  of 
Virginia  Evanghelides’  poems  home  with  you,  and  translate  them  for  me.  Teacher  and  I  have 
just  returned  from  our  walk.  It  is  a  beautiful  day.  AVe  met  a  sweet  little  child.  She  was  playing 
on  the  Pier  with  a  wee  brother.  She  gave  me  a  kiss  and  then  ran  away,  because  she  was  a  shy 
little  girl.  I  wonder  if  you  would  like  to  have  me  tell  you  a  pretty  dream  which  I  had  a  long  time 
ago,  when  I  was  a  very  little  child  Teacher  says,  it  was  a  da\  -dream,  and  she  thinks  you  would 
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be  delighted  to  hear  It.  One  pleasant  morning  In  the  beautiful  springtime,  I  thought  I  was  sitting 
on  the  soft  grass,  under  my  dear  mother’s  window,  looking  very  earnestly  at  the  rose-bushes  which 
were  growing  all  around  me.  It  was  quite  early,  the  sun  had  not  been  up  very  long;  the  birds 
were  just  beginning  to  sing  joyously.  The  flowers  were  still  asleep.  They  would  not  awake  until 
the  Sun  had  smiled  lovingly  upon  them.  I  was  a  very  happy  child  with  rosy  cheeks,  and  large  blue 
eyes  and  the  most  beautiful  golden  ringlets  you  can  imagine.  The  fresh  morning  air  blew  gently  in 
my  face,  as  if  to  welcome  me,  and  be  my  merry  playmate,  and  the  Sun  looked  at  me  with  a  warm 
and  tender  smile.  I  clapped  my  chubby  hands  for  joy  when  I  saw  that  the  rose-bushes  were  covered 
with  lovely  buds.  Some  were  red,  some  were  white,  and  others  were  delicate  pink,  and  they  were 
peeping  out  from  between  the  green  leaves  like  beautiful  little  fairies.  I  had  never  seen  anything 
so  lovely  before,  for  I  was  very  young  and  I  could  not  remember  how  pretty  the  roses  had  been 
the  summer  before.  My  little  heart  was  filled  with  a  sweet  joy,  and  I  danced  around  the  rose¬ 
bushes  to  show  my  delight.  After  a  while  I  went  very  near  to  a  beautiful  white  rose-bush  which 
was  completely  covered  with  buds  and  sparkling  with  dewdrops  ;  I  bent  down  one  of  the  branches 
with  a  lovely  pure  white  bud  upon  it,  and  kissed  it  softly  many  times.  Just  then  I  felt  two  loving 
arms  steal  gently  around  me  and  loving  lips  kissing  my  eyelids,  my  cheeks,  and  my  mouth,  until  I 
began  to  think  it  was  raining  kisses  ;  and  at  last  I  opened  my  eyes  to  see  what  it  all  meant,  and 
found  it  was  my  precious  mother,  who  was  bending  over  me,  trying  to  kiss  me  awake.  Do  )ou 
like  my  day-dream  ?  If  you  do  perhaps  I  will  dream  again  for  you  sometime. 

Teacher  and  all  of  your  friends  send  you  their  love.  I  shall  be  so  glad  when  you  come  home 
for  I  greatly  miss  you.  Please  give  my  love  to  your  good  Greek  friends,  and  tell  them  that  I  shall 
come  to  Athens  some  day. 

Lovingly  your  little  friend  and  playmate, 

HELEN  A.  KELLER. 

“Tlqe  Frost  Fairies”  apd  ‘‘Tlqe  Frost  Kipg  ”  are  givep  ip  fPll,  as  tl\e  differepces 
are  as  iipportapt  as  tiie  reserpblapces. 

THE  FROST  FAIRIES. 

BY  MARGARET  T.  CANBY. 

\^From  ‘•'•Birdie  a)id  his  Fairy  Friends. ”'\ 

“  King  Frost,  or  Jack  Frost  as  he  is  sometimes  called,  lives  in  a  cold  country,  far  to  the 
North ;  but  every  year  he  takes  a  journey  over  the  world,  in  a  car  of  golden  clouds  drawn  by  a 
strong  and  rapid  steed  called  ‘  North  Wind ;  ’  wherever  he  goes,  he  does  many  wonderful  things : 
he  builds  bridges  over  every  stream,  clear  as  glass  in  appearance,  but  often  strong  as  Iron  ;  he  puts 
the  flowers  and  plants  to  sleep,  by  one  touch  of  his  hand,  and  they  all  bow  down,  and  sink  into 
the  warm  earth,  until  spring  returns  ;  then,  lest  we  should  grieve  for  the  flowers,  he  places  at  our 
wlndows  lovely  wreaths  and  sprays  of  his  white  northern  flowers,  or  delicate  little  forests  of  fairy 
pine-trees,  pure  white,  and  very  beautiful.  But  his  most  wonderful  work  is  the  painting  of  the  trees. 


which  look,  after  his  task  is  done,  as  if  they  were  covered  with  the  brightest  layers  of  gold  and 

rubies ;  and  are  beautiful  enough  to  comfort  us  for  the  flight  of  summer. 

“I  will  tell  you  how  King  Frost  first  thought  of  this  kind  work,  for  it  is  a  strange  story.  You 
must  know  that  this  king,'  like  all  other  kings,  has  great  treasures  of  gold  and  precious  stones  in 

his  palace  ;  but  being  a  good-hearted  old  fellow,  he  does  not  keep  his  riches  locked  up  all  the  time, 

but  tries  to  do  good,  and  make  others  happy  with  them.  He  has  two  neighbors,  who  live  still 
farther  north  ;  one  is  King  Winter,  a  cross  and  churlish  old  monarch,  who  is  hard  and  cruel,  and 
delights  in  making  the  poor  sufler  and  weep  ;  but  the  other  neighbor  is  Santa  Claus,  a  fine,  good- 
natured,  jolly  old  soul,  who  loves  to  do  good,  and  who  brings  presents  to  the  poor,  and  to  nice 
little  children  at  Christmas. 

“  Well,  one  day  King  Frost  was  trying  to  think  of  some  good  that  he  could  do  with  his 
treasure  ;  and  suddenly  he  concluded  to  send  some  of  it  to  his  kind  neighbor,  Santa  Claus,  to  buy 
presents  of  food  and  clothing  for  the  poor,  that  they  might  not  sufler  so  much  when  King  Winter 
went  near  their  homes.  So  he  called  together  his  merry  little  fairies,  and  showing  them  a  number 
of  jars  and  vases  filled  with  gold  and  precious  stones,  told  them  to  carry  those  carefully  to  the 
palace  of  Santa  Claus,  and  give  them  to  him,  with  the  compliments  of  King  Frost.  ‘  He  will 
know  how  to  make  good  use  of  the  treasure,’  added  Jack  Frost;  then  he  told  the  fairies  not  to 
loiter  by  the  way,  but  to  do  his  bidding  cpiickly. 

“  The  fairies  promised  obedience,  and  soon  started  on  their  journey,  dragging  the  great  glass 
jars  and  vases  along,  as  well  as  they  could,  and  now  and  then  grumbling  a  little,  at  having  such 
hard  work  to  do  ;  for  they  were  idle  fairies,  and  liked  play  better  than  work.  At  last  they  reached 
a  great  forest,  and  being  quite  tired,  they  decided  to  rest  awhile,  and  look  for  nuts,  before  going 
any  farther.  But  lest  the  treasure  should  be  stolen  from  them,  they  hid  the  jars  among  the  thick 
leaves  of  the  forest  trees ;  placing  some  high  up,  near  the  top,  and  others  in  different  parts  of  the 
various  trees,  until  they  thought  no  one  could  find  them. 

“  Then  they  began  to  wander  about,  and  hunt  for  nuts,  and  climb  the  trees  to  shake  them 
down ;  and  worked  much  harder  for  their  own  pleasure  than  they  had  done  for  their  master’s 
bidding ;  for  it  is  a  strange  truth,  that  fairies  and  children  never  complain  of  the  toil  and  trouble 
they  take  in  search  of  amusement,  although  they  often  grumble  when  asked  to  work  for  the  good 
of  others. 

“  The  frost  fairies  were  so  busv  and  so  merry  over  their  nutting  frolic,  that  they  soon  forgot 
their  errand,  and  their  king’s  command  to  go  quickly  ;  but,  as  they  pla}  ed  and  loitered  in  the  forest 
until  noon,  they  found  out  the  reason  why  they  were  told  to  hasten  ;  for  although  they  had,  as  they 
thought,  hidden  the  treasure  so  carefully,  they  had  not  secured  it  from  the  power  of  Mr.  Sun,  who 
was  an  enemy  of  Jack  Frost,  and  delighted  to  undo  his  work,  and  weaken  him,  whenever  he  could. 

“//A  bright  eyes  found  out  the  jars  of  treasure  among  the  trees;  and  as  the  idle  fairies  left 
them  there  until  noon,  at  which  time  Mr.  Sun  is  the  strongest,  the  delicate  glass  began  to  melt 
and  break  ;  and  before  long,  every  jar  and  vase  was  cracked  or  broken  ;  and  the  precious  treasures 
they  contained  were  melting  too,  and  dripping  slowly,  in  streams  of  gold  and  crimson,  over  the  trees 
and  bushes  of  the  forest ! 
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“  Still,  for  awhile,  the  frost  fairies  did  not  notice  this  strange  occurrence,  for  they  were  down 
on  the  grass,  so  far  below  the  tree-tops,  that  the  wonderful  shower  of  treasure  was  a  long  time 
in  reaching  them  ;  but  at  last  one  of  them  said,  ‘  Hark  !  I  believe  it  is  raining ;  I  certainly  hear  the 
falling  drops.’  The  others  laughed,  and  told  him  that  ‘  it  seldom  rained  when  the  sun  was  shining  ;  ’ 
but  as  they  listened,  they  plainly  heard  the  tinkling  of  many  drops  falling  through  the  forest,  and 
sliding  from  leaf  to  leaf  until  they  reached  the  bramble-bushes  beside  them  ;  when,  to  their  great 
dismay,  they  found  that  the  ram-drops  were  melted  rubies^  which  hardened  on  the  leaves,  and 
turned  them  to  bright  crimson  in  a  moment.  Then  looking  more  closely  at  the  trees  around, 
they  saw  that  the  treasure  was  all  melting  away,  and  that  much  of  it  was  already  spread  over  the 
leaves  of  the  oak-trees  and  maples,  which  were  shining  with  their  gorgeous  dress  of  gold  and 

bronze,  crimson  and  emerald.  It  was  very  beautiful ;  but  the  idle  fairies  were  too  much  frightened, 
at  the  mischief  their  disobedience  had  caused,  to  admire  the  beauty  of  the  forest,  and  at  once  tried 
to  hide  themselves  among  the  bushes,  lest  King  Frost  should  come  and  punish  them. 

“  Their  fears  were  well  founded,  for  their  long  absence  had  alarmed  the  king,  and  he  had 
started  out  to  look  for  his  tardy  servants;  and  just  as  they  were  all  hidden,  he  came  slowly  along, 
looking  on  all  sides  for  the  fairies.  Of  course,  he  soon  noticed  the  brightness  of  the  leaves,  and 

discovered  the  cause,  too,  when  he  caught  sight  of  the  broken  jars  and  vases,  from  which  the 

melted  treasure  was  still  dropping.  And  when  he  came  to  the  nut-trees,  and  saw  the  shells  left 

by  the  idle  fairies,  and  all  the  traces  of  their  frolic,  he  knew  exactly  how  they  had  acted,  and  that 

they  had  disobeyed  him,  by  playing  and  loitering  on  their  way  through  the  woods. 

“King  Frost  frowned,  and  looked  very  angry  at  first,  and  his  fairies  trembled  for  fear,  and 
cowered  still  lower  in  their  hiding-places ;  but  just  then  two  little  children  came  dancing  through 
the  wood,  and  though  they  did  not  see  King  Frost  or  the  fairies,  they  saw  the  beautiful  colors  of 
the  leaves,  and  laughed  with  delight,  and  began  picking  great  bunches  to  take  to  their  mother. 

‘  The  leaves  are  as  pretty  as  flow'ers,’  said  they ;  and  they  called  the  golden  leaves,  ‘  buttercups,’ 

and  the  red  ones,  ‘  roses,’  and  were  veiy  happy  as  they  went  singing  through  the  wood. 

“Their  pleasure  charmed  away  King  Frost’s  anger,  and  he,  too,  began  to  admire  the  painted 

trees,  and  at  last  he  said  to  himself,  ‘  My  treasures  are  not  w'asted  if  they  make  little  children 

happy  ;  I  will  not  be  offended  at  my  idle,  thoughtless  fairies,  for  they  have  taught  me  a  new  way 

of  doing  good.’  When  the  frost  fairies  heard  these  words,  they  crept,  one  by  one,  from  their 
corners,  and,  kneeling  down  before  their  master,  confessed  their  fault,  and  asked  his  pardon.  He 
frowned  upon  them  for  awhile,  and  scolded  them  too,  but  he  soon  relented,  and  said,  ‘  he  would 
forgive  them  this  time;  and  would  only"  punish  them,  by  making  them  carry  more  treasure  to  the 
forest,  and  hide  it  in  the  trees,  until  all  the  leaves,  with  Mr.  Sun’s  help,  were  covered  with  gold 
and  ruby  coats.’ 

“  Then  the  fairies  thanked  him  for  his  forgiveness,  and  promised  to  work  very  hard  to  please  him  ; 

and  the  good-natured  king  took  them  all  up  in  his  arms,  and  carried  them  safely  home  to  his  palace. 

“From  that  time,  I  suppose,  it  has  been  part  of  Jack  Frost’s  work  to  paint  the  trees  with  the 
glowing  colors  we  see  in  the  autumn  ;  and  if  they  are  not  covered  with  gold  and  precious  stones, 

I  do  not  know  how  he  makes  them  so  bright ;  do  you  ?  ” 
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THE  FROST  KING. 


BY  HELEN  A.  KELLER. 

{^Copied  from  the  original  manuscript  in  the  Braille  ■tvriiing.'\ 

“  King  Frost  lives  in  a  beautiful  palace,  far  to  the  north,  in  the  land  of  perpetual  snow.  The 
palace,  which  is  magnificent  beyond  description,  was  built  centuries  ago,  in  the  reign  of  King 
Glacier.  At  a  little  distance  from  the  palace  we  might  easily  mistake  it  for  a  mountain  whose  peaks 
were  mounting  heavenward  to  receive  the  last  kiss  of  the  departing  day.  But  on  nearer  approach 
we  should  discover  our  error.  What  we  had  supposed  to  be  peaks  were  in  reality  a  thousand 
glittering  spires.  Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  the  architecture  of  this  ice-palace.  The 
walls  are  curiously  constructed  of  massive  blocks  of  ice  which  terminate  in  clift-like  towers.  The 
entrance  to  the  palace  is  at  the  end  of  an  arched  recess  and  it  is  guarded  night  and  day  by  twelve 
soldierly  looking  white  Bears. 

“  But  children,  you  must  make  King  Frost  a  visit  the  very  first  opportunity  you  have,  and  see 
for  yourselves  this  wonderful  palace.  The  old  king  will  welcome  you  kindly  for  he  loves  children 
and  it  is  his  chief  delight  to  give  them  pleasure. 

“  You  must  know  that  King  Frost,  like  all  other  kings,  has  great  treasures  of  gold  and  precious 
stones  ;  but  as  he  is  a  generous  old  monarch  he  endeavors  to  make  right  use  of  his  riches.  So  wher¬ 
ever  he  goes  he  does  many  wonderful  works  :  he  builds  bridges  over  every  stream,  as  transparent  as 
glass,  but  often  as  strong  as  iron  ;  he  shakes  the  forest  trees  until  the  ripe  nuts  fall  into  the  laps  of 
laughing  children  ;  he  puts  the  flowers  to  sleep  with  one  touch  of  his  hand  ;  then,  lest  we  should 
mourn  for  the  bright  faces  of  the  flowers,  he  paints  the  leaves  with  gold  and  crimson  and  emerald, 
and  when  his  task  is  done  the  trees  are  beautiful  enough  to  comfort  us  for  the  flight  of  summer.  I 
will  tell  you  how  King  Frost  happened  to  think  of  painting  the  leaves  for  it  is  a  strange  story. 

“  One  day  while  King  Frost  was  surveying  his  vast  wealth  and  thinking  what  good  he  could 
do  with  it,  he  suddenly  bethought  him  of  his  jolly  old  neighbor,  Santa  Claus.  ‘I  will  send  my 
treasures  to  Santa  Claus,’  said  the  king  to  himself.  ‘  lie  is  the  very  man  to  dispose  of  them 
satisfactorily  for  he  knows  where  the  poor  and  the  unhappy  live,  and  his  kind  old  heart  is  always 
full  of  benevolent  plans  for  their  relief.’  So,  he  called  together  the  merry  little  fairies  of  his 
household,  and,  showing  them  the  jars  and  vases  containing  his  treasures,  he  bade  them  carry 
them  to  the  palace  of  Santa  Claus  as  quickly  as  they  could.  The  fairies  promised  obedience,  and 
were  oft'  in  a  twinkling,  dragging  the  heavy  jars  and  vases  along  after  them  as  well  as  they  could, 
now  and  then  grumbling  a  little  at  having  such  a  hard  task,  for  they  were  idle  fairies  and  loved 
to  play  better  than  to  work.  After  a  while  they  came  to  a  great  forest  and,  being  tired  and 
hungry  they  thought  they  would  rest  a  little  and  look  for  nuts  before  continuing  their  journey. 
But  thinking  their  treasure  might  be  stolen  from  them,  they  hid  the  jars  among  the  thick  green 
leaves  of  the  various  trees  until  they  were  sure  that  no  one  could  find  them.  Then  they  began  to 
wander  merrily  about  searching  for  nuts,  climbing  trees,  peeping  curiously  into  the  empty  birds’ 
nests  and  playing  hide  and  seek  from  behind  the  trees.  Now  these  naughty  fairies  were  so  busy 
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and  so  merry  over  their  frolic  that  they  forgot  all  about  their  errand  and  their  master’s  command  to 
go  quickly,  but  soon  they  found  to  their  dismay  why  they  had  been  bidden  to  hasten,  for  although 
they  had,  as  they  supposed,  hidden  the  treasure  carefully,  yet  the  bright  eyes  of  King  Sun  had  spied 
out  the  jars  among  the  leaves  and  as  he  and  King  Frost  could  never  agree  as  to  what  was  the  best 
way  of  benefiting  the  world,  he  was  very  glad  of  a  good  opportunity  of  playing  a  joke  upon  his 
rather  sharp  rival.  King  Sun  laughed  softly  to  himself  when  the  delicate  jars  began  to  melt  and 
break.  At  length  every  jar  and  vase  was  cracked  or  broken  and  the  precious  stones  they  contained 
were  melting,  too,  and  running  in  little  streams  over  the  trees  and  bushes  of  the  forest. 

“  Still  the  idle  fo  iries  did  not  notice  what  was  happening  for  they  were  down  on  the  grass, 
and  the  wonderful  shower  of  treasure  was  a  long  time  in  reaching  them  ;  but  at  last  they  plainly 
heard  the  tinkling  of  many  drops  falling  like  rain  through  the  forest  and  sliding  from  leaf  to  leaf 
until  they  reached  the  little  bushes  by  their  side  when  to  their  astonishment  they  discovered  that 
the  rain-drops  were  melted  rubies  which  hardened  on  the  leaves  and  turned  them  to  crimson  and 
gold  in  a  moment.  Then  looking  around  more  closely  they  saw  that  much  of  the  treasure  was 
already  melted  for  the  oaks  and  maples  were  arrayed  in  gorgeous  dresses  of  gold  and  crimson 
and  emerald.  It  was  very  beautiful,  but  the  disobedient  fairies  were  too  frightened  to  notice  the 
beauty  of  the  trees.  They  were  afraid  that  King  Frost  would  come  and  punish  them.  So  they 
hid  themselves  among  the  bushes  and  waited  silently. for  something  to  happen.  Their  fears  were 
well  founded  for  their  long  absence  had  alarmed  the  king  and  he  mounted  North  Wind  and  went 
out  in  search  of  his  tardy  couriers.  Of  course  he  had  not  gone  far  when  he  noticed  the  brightness 
of  the  leaves,  and  he  quickly  guessed  the  cause  when  he  saw  the  broken  jars  from  which  the 
treasure  was  still  dropping.  At  first  King  Frost  was  very  angry  and  the  fairies  trembled  and 
crouched  lower  in  their  hiding  places,  and  I  do  not  know  what  might  have  happened  to  them  if 
just  then  a  party  of  boys  and  girls  had  not  entered  the  wood.  When  the  children  saw  the  trees 
all  aglow  with  brilliant  colors  they  clapped  their  hands  and  shouted  for  joy  and  immediately  began 
to  pick  great  bunches  to  take  home.  ‘  The  leaves  are  as  lovely  as  the  flowers !  ’  cried  they,  in 
their  delight.  Their  pleasure  banished  the  anger  from  King  Frost’s  heart  and  the  frown  from  his 
brow  and  he,  too,  began  to  admire  the  painted  trees.  He  said  to  himself,  ‘  My  treasures  are  not 
wasted  if  they  make  little  children  happy.  My  idle  hdries  and  my  fiery  enemy  have  taught  me 
a  new  way  of  doing  good.’  When  the  fairies  heard  this  they  were  greatly  relieved  and  came  forth 
from  their  hiding  places,  confessed  their  fault  and  asked  their  master’s  forgiveness.  Ever  since 
that  time  it  has  been  King  Frost’s  great  delight  to  paint  the  leaves  \\dth  the  glowing  colors  we  see 
in  the  autumn,  and  if  they  are  not  covered  with  gold  and  precious  stones  I  cannot  imagine  what 
makes  them  so  bright,  can  you  ?  ” 
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If  ttie  story  of  “Tl^e  Frost  Fairies”  -was  read  to  Helen  in  tl^e  sxirnrner  of  1888,  I 
do  not  ttjinK  slie  could  IjaVe  Understood  Very  rnUclt  of  it  at  tl^at  tirne,  for  s]:\e  l:\ad  only 
been  Under  instruction  since  iVLarcIi,  1887. 

Can  it  be  tl^at  tl^e  language  of  tl:\e  story  l:\ad  rernaincd  dorinant  in  i^er  rgind 
until  rqy  description  of  tl^e  beauty  of  ti\e  auturqn  scenery  in  1891  broUgl^t  it  vividly 
before  I^er  rgental  Vision? 

I  l^ave  rnade  careful  investigation  arqong  Helen's  friends  in  filabarna,  and  in 
Boston  and  vicinity,  but  tl:\Us  far  l^aVe  been  Unable  to  ascertain  any  later  date  vilten 
it  could  l\ave  been  read  to  tier. 

Knottier  fact  is  of  great  significance  in  tt\is  conuection:  ‘'Tt[e  Rose  Fairies”  "Was 
publisl\ed  in  tt\e  saipe  volurne  ivitti  ‘‘Tt]e  Frost  Fairies,”  and  tt^erefore  "Was  probably 
read  to  Helen  at  or  about  tt^e  sarpe  tirpe. 

Noiv,  Helen,  iU  t\er  letter  of  February,  1890  (quoted  above),  alludes  to  tt\is  story 

of  KLiss  Capby  as  a  dreaip - “wlxtclx  Z  Jicid  cl  long  tzTne  ago,  TsrJten  I 

-was  a  -veny  Itttlo  cJiiZcL.’^  Surely  a  year  apd  a  t\alf  "Would  appear  “a  long  tiipe 
ago  ”  to  a  little  girl  liKe  Helen ;  "We  tt^erefore  t\aVe  reason  lo  believe  tt\at  tt[e  stories 
ipust  tiave  beep  read  to  t^er  at  least  as  early  as  tt\e  sUipiper  of  1888, 

Tt\e  following  eptry,  ipade  by  Helep  ip  t|er  Diary,  speaKs  for  itself :  — 

HELEN’S  OWN  STATEMENT. 

[^Copied  from  the  manuscript  in  the  Braille  luritingC^ 

JjlNUfiRY  30,  1892. 

‘‘Ttiis  iporping  I  tooK  a  batti  apd  w)t\en  teacher  carpe  up-stairs  to  coipb  rpy  Lair, 
st\e  told  ipe  sorpe  Very  sad  pews,  "Wtiicti  ipade  ipe  Unhappy  all  day. 

”  Soipe  ope  wirote  to  Mr.  Hpagpos  tt|at  tt\e  story  wLicti  I  sept  Lirp  as  a  birthday 
gift  apd  WliicL  I  wrote  ipyself  "Was  pot  ipy  story  at  all;  but  tl:\at  a  lady  Lad  written 
it  a  long  liiRC  ego,  Tl^e  person  said  Lcf  story  Was  called  Frost-Fairies.  I  aip  sure  I 
never  Lcai'd  it.  It  ipade  us  feel  so  sad  to  tljinK  tl^at  people  tLoUgLt  "We  Led  beep 
uptrue  apd  WicXed,  My  Lcert  Was  full  of  tears  for  I  love  tLe  beautiful  trutL  "WitL 
ipy  wLole  Lcart  apd  ipipd, 

“It  troubles  ipe  greatly  pow,  I  do  pot  LpoW  wLat  I  sLall  do,  I  pever  tLoUgLt 
tLct  people  could  ipaLe  sUcL  ipistaXes  before,  I  aip  perfectly  sure  I  "wrote  tLe  story 
ipyself.  Mr.  Hpagpos  is  irpcL  troubled.  It  grieves  ipe  to  tLipL  tLat  I  LeVe  beep 
tLe  cause  of  Lis  upLeppipess,  but  of  course  I  did  pot  ipeap  to  do  it, 

‘‘I  tLoUgLt  about  ipy  story  ip  tLe  autuipp  because  teacLer  told  ipe  about  tLe 
aUtUipp  leaves,  "WLile  "w'e  walked  ip  tLe  woods  at  Ferp  Quarry,  I  tLcUgLt  fairies 
ipUst  l[ave  painted  tbpip  because  tliey  are  so  WopderfUl,  apd  I  tLoUgLt,  too,  tLat  Kipg 
Frost  ipust  Lc^e  jars  apd  vases  containing  precious  treasures,  because  I  Kpew  tLat 
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otlr^er  Kirigs  lorig  ago  t[ad,  arid  becailse  teactier  told  Tr\e  t]:\at  tl\e  leaves  iVere  painted 
ruby,  eiperald,  gold,  crirr\sor\  ar\d  bro^^ip  so  I  t]:\oUgl\t  tlie  paipt  rpust  be  rpelted  slopes. 
I  Xpevi  tljat  t]:\ey  ipust  rpaKe  cbiildrep  liappy  because  tJ:\ey  are  so  lovely,  apd  it  ipade 
rpe  Very  liappy  to  tliipK  tl[at  tlie  leaves  -Were  so  beautiful  apd  tliat  tlie  trees  glo’^s.^ed 
so,  altlioUgli  I  could  pot  see  tl\erp.  I  ttioUglit  everybody  liad  tt^e  saipe  tljoUglits 
about  tlie  leaves,  but  I  do  pot  Kpovi  po’^.  I  tl^oUglit  Very  rpucli  about  tl^e  sad  pe^s 
'Wliep  teaclier  ^ept  to  tlie  Doctor’s,  Sl^e  'i\)as  pot  liere  at  dipper  apd  I  ipissed  lier,” 

I  do  pot  feel  tliat  I  cap  add  apy  tliipg  rpore  to  tliis  letter  ivliicli  ivill  be  of  ipterest, 
Ky  ovip  tieart,  too,  is  "full  of  tears"  ivliep  I  rerperpber  lio’W  rpy  dear  little  pupil 
suffered  ’Wliep  slie  Kpu’^  "tliat  people  tlioUglit  ^e  liad  beep  uptrue  apd  iVicKed,”  for 
I  XpoiV  tliat  slie  does  ipdeed  "love  tlie  beautiful  trutli  'Witli  tier  iVliole  lieart  apd 
rpipd,'' 


R  SILENT  SINGER 


[Lovir[gly  dedicated  to  Heleq  R.  Keller,  after  reading  soii\e  of  l:\er  beautiful  letters.  Ir\  or\e  stje  said,  "  I  an\ 
Very,  very  t\appy.  God  ’Wai\ts  Us  to  be  l:\appy.  He  did  r\ot  -Wartt  His  child  to  be  duirib ;  aqd  I  go  to  hiui,  He 

■Will  let  his  ahgels  teach  nie  to  sir\g.”— Date  of  October  20,  1890.] 


Sweet  Heleri,  wtfer]  I  RirfK  of  t]:|ee. 

Wit]:]  sigiftiess  eye  agd  sealed  ear. 

Yet  pigirtg  pot  ip  rpisery. 

But  Witt]  a  spirit  full  of  cl]eer, 

Seeipg  witl]  ipward  visiop  clear 
Tt]e  lovelipess  of  eartp  apd  sKy, 

I  blusl],  tl]at  rportals  blest  as  1, 

So  little  see,  —  so  little  l]ear! 

For  tl]ee,  Upop  tl]e  grassy  wold 
Tl]e  tepder  Wildwood  blossorps  grow ; 

For  tl]ee,  ip  crirpsop  tipts  apd  gold 
Tl]e  paipted  leaves  of  auturpp  glow ; 

For  tl]ee  tl]e  crystals  of  tl]e  spoW 
Softly  descepd  Upop  tl]e  world, 
flpd  giapt-spears  tlfrougl]  space  are  JrfUrled 
Wl]ep  liglftpipgs  flasl]  apd  storrp-Wipds  blow. 

flpd  tlfoUgl]  tl]y  soul  ip  silepce  dwells^ 

Tl]ere  is  a  voice  tlfat  speaKs  to  tl]ee 
Of  birds  Rat  sipg  ip  st]ady  dells, 

Of  rpouptaip  strearplets  wapd’ripg  free, 

Of  rustlipg  leaves  op  forest  tree ; 
flpd  tl]e  sweet  potes  of  Iforpe  apd  love 
Have  Kept  Ree  geptle  as  a  dove 
Wooed  by  sorpe  Woodlapd  rpelody. 


Tl^y  l^eart  is  liKe  a  .’^irid-lriarp’s  v^ire 
Wiiereop  s^eet  rpilsic  slilirib'ririg  lies, 

Till,  s-^ept  by  zepJriyr’s  breatl\,  tY\e  lyre 
To  nature’s  liarnqoriy  replies, 

“01],  let  rqe  sipg!”  ttiy  spirit  cries, 
Tl\robbipg  tY\e  ■Wl]ile  li^e  fettered  bird ; 
Dear  cl]ild,  believe !  tt|y  prayer  is  l]eard, 
Rr\d  ttiou  sl]alt  sipg  ip  Paradise. 

But  e’ep  op  eartl]  tl|y  tupeful  soul. 

Replete  ’Witl]  love  of  all  tbiipgs  fair, 

May  fipd  a  Voice  ip  virittep  scroll 
To  srpootl)  tl]e  broiv  of  grief  apd  care ; 
To  bid  all  burdeped  spirits  bear. 

Bravely  as  tilipe,  tl]eir  daily  cross. 

Till,  purified  by  paip  apd  loss, 

Ip  l\eavep  tlie  apgels'  sopgs  tl]ey  st|are, 


flutiior  of  "  Birdie  ar\d  tiis  Fairy  Frierids." 


WILMINGTON,  DEL.,  February  23,  1892. 
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